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DEMONSTRATION 


OF THE 
"TRUTH 
OF THE 
CHRISTIANRELIGION, 


FROM THE 
LATIN of SOCINIUS. 
After the STEINFURT Copy. 


To which is prefix'd, 


A SHORT ACCOUNT 
OF. HIS LIFE. 


The Sonn 25 TION. 


—— 


* 


Grotius, iz the C ompoſure of his Book of the Trath of the 


Chriſtian Religion, was, among ſeveral other Authors, 


more eſpecially aſſiſted by the valuable Performances of a 


Writer otherwiſe juſtly of ill Fame, Fauſtus Socinus's 
little Book de 1 8. Script uræ, Steinfurti, 


1 A. 1611. Edit. Vorſt. Dr. Smallbrook's Charge to 


the Clergy of the OY of St. David's 172 9. . 
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TO THE 
WU E £5 NY 
MosT EXCELLENT 
MAJESTY, 
THIS TREATIS E 
With all Humility is inſcrib'd 


B Y 
HER MAJESTY's 
Moſt dutiful, and 


Moſt obedient, humble Servant, 


Epwarp Come. 


1 oe, 


Advertiſement. 


TT E Difficulty of meeting with 
an Edition of this valuable Work 
by it ſelf, eſpecially that of Stein- 
furt, which is the beſt 5 the juſt Praiſe 
it receivꝰd in publick, not long ſince, 
from a learned and judicious * Prelate; 
the good Uſe may be made of it; and 
the Purity of Language not being ſtrict- 
ly obſervV'd in the Original, which might, 
perhaps, render it leſs grateful to a 
Reader's Taſte, tho) well underſtood, 
were the principal Reaſons for pub- 
liſhing it in Engliſh. 

IF any ſhall judge the Verſion might 
have been more accurate, or difrover 
ſome Defects not prejudicial to the 
main Argument, this ought to be impu- 

ted rather to the Cauſe now ajſign'd, 
than to Negligence » or Want of Care 
mn the Tranſlator. 

Did the Author*s cloſing (0 W 
aud important an Undertaking with 
* erſes out of a Poem need an Apology, 

Hr. Smllbrook, 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


it might be ſhewn, that ©uotations 
out of Poets have been ud by moſt 
Authors to adorn and illnſtrate their 
Writings; Herodotus, Thucydides, 
Ariſtotle, Demoſthenes, and other Hiſ- 
torians, Philoſophers, aud Divines, hor- 
row the moſt applicable Similes, and 
pregnant Sentences of Homer, Heſiod, 
and the like, for that End 5 Ft. Paul 
himſelf, who was Oeco8vms, and Oel- 
vol s, divinely inſpired, read the Po- 
ets. He cites, and thereby conſecrates 
a Verſe of Aratus, which ſays, We are 
the Offspring of God, that in him we 
live, and move, and have our Being, 
e exhorts Chriſtians to ſhun Vice in 
the very Words of Menander. | 
$FTepvo 1M p Macy XHY}» 
Evil Communications, Sc. 
The ſame Apoſtle reprehending the Cre- 
tans, as addicted to Lying, - raud, V19- 
tence, Rapine, Idleneſs, proves 
them to be ſuch, by a U. bh f Epime- 
nides, 4 Poet of Crete. 
Ken, c. 
Ihich will ſuffice to ſcreen the Author 
Frem Cenſure for citing the ITALIAN 


Port, 


SHORT ACCOUNT 


OF THE 


11 F E of SOCINUS, 


And the PROGRESS of 
SOGINIAMNTIS N. 


e Socmus, the 
principal Founder of 
a Sect that bears his 
Name, was of a no- 
8 ol ble Family in Heena, 

a City of Tuſcany in {taly. Seve- 
ral of his Anceſtors had been 
learned and eminent in the Civil 
a A 4 | and 


viii The LI F E of 

and Canon Law; as was his Fa- 
ther Alexander Socinus admitted to 
the Degree of Doctor of the ſame, 

at dena, anno 1530, and ſoon 
after ade Profeſſor in Ordinary 
in the Univerſity of Padua. He 
died young, having married Ag- 
nes, of whom he had this Fauſtus. 
She was the Daughter of Burgeſs 
Petrucci (chief of the Republick 
of Stena) and Victoria Piccolomini, 
a Lady of ſingnlar Merit and Vir- 
tue, nearly allied to many Perſons 
of the firſt Rank and Quality. 
But, before we proceed, ſome- 
what muſt be faid of another of 
the Family, namely, Lælius Soct- 
nus, the firſt Broacher of the S9cz- 
man Hereſy, Brother to Alexander, 
and Uncle to Fauſtus. He was 


* An Univerſity. 


born 
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SOCIMNUS, Xe. 


born likewiſe at Siena, anno 1525, 

and being educated by his F ther 
Marianus Socinus for the Profeſſi- 
on of Laws, believ'd the Science 


of human Laws might be beſt 


drawn from the Fountain Head 
of the Divine, and was for ſeek- 


ing their Foundation in Holy 
Scripture : In order thereto, he 


ſtudied the Greck and Hebrew, 


and diſcover'd, as too preſumptu- 


ouſly he thought, that many of 


the common receiv'd Dodrmes, 
not only in the Roman, but in all 
Communions, were contrary to 
Revelation, the Light of Reaſon, 
and common Senſe ; made abſurd 
Interpretations of the NEW TE. 


STAMENT, ſuch as might elude 
the plain Intent and Meaning of 


any Book whatſoever. But whe- 


1 for Fear of Danger, as being 


died 


The LIFE off 


very ſenſible that private Opini- 
ons in Matters of Religion, where 
he liv'd, might prove very dan- 
gerous, or to acquire the Know- 
ledge of modern Languages, he 


left his native Country at the Age 
of twenty-one, anno 1547, and 


paſs'd four Years in viſiting France, 
England, Holland, Germany and 
Poland ; but fix'd his Reſidence 
after that at Zurich in Switzerland, 
where he remain'd for the great- 
er part of his voluntary Exile, 
eſteem'd by many in the higheſt 
Stations. No body, at that Time, 
eminent for Learning, whoſe 
Friendſhip, and even Familiarity, 
he obtain'd not by his Demeanour, 
wherein he diſcover'd ſingular 
Prudence and Conduct, for which 
he was prais d by Melanchthon, and 
others, in the Letters they wrote 
to 


z 
—_— 5 7 


SOCINUS, Ke. xi 


to him. He held a Correſpondence 
with the greateſt * Divines of that 
Age. But at length, it being 
diſcover d by Doubts and Queſti- 
ons he propos'd, that he was in- 
fected with the Poiſon of the Ari- 
an or Photinian Hereſy, he came 
to be very much ſuſpected: Con- 
cerning which, Calvin gave him 

good Advice in a Letter, it may 
not be impertinent to inſert here. 

9 N eſt, quod expectes, 
dum ad illa, quæ ob- 

« jicis, quæſtionum portenta reſ- 

pondeam. Si tibi per aerias illas 
4 ſpeculationes volitare libet, fine 


£ me, quæſo, humilem Chriſti 
« Diſcipulum, ea meditari, quæ 
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85 * Viz. Calvin, Bullenger, Brent, Muſcu- 
las, Munſter, Zanchy, Vergerius, C aſßalio, 
| Heza, Martyr, Ochinus, Se. | | 
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ad fidei mei ædificationem fa- 
ciunt. Ac ego, quidem, ſilen- 
tio meo, id, quod cupio, con- 
ſequar; ne tu mihi poſthac ſis 
moleſtus. Liberale vero ingeni- 
um, quod tibi Dominus contu- 
lit, non modo rebus nihili fruſ- 


tra occupari; 5 ſed exitialibus 


figmentis corrumpi, vehemen- 
ter dolet. Quod pridem teſta- 
tus ſum, ſerio iterum moneo : 
Niſi hunc quærendi pruritum 


maturę corrigas, metuendum 


eſſe, ne tibi gravia tormento 
accerſas. Ego, ft indulgentiæ 
ſpecie, vitium, quod maxime 
noxium eſſe judico, alerem, in 
te eſſem perfidus, & crudelis. 
Itaque paululum, nunc mea aſ- 
peritate offendi malo, quam 
dulcibus curioſitatis illecebris 
male captum, non retrahi. Erit 

tem- 


SOCINUS, Ke. 
© tempus, ut ſpero, cum te ita 
« yiolenter expergefactum fuiſſe, 
« gaudebis. 


Calend. Jan. Calv. tuus. 
1552 


OU are not to expect I fhou'd 
give any Anſwer to thoſe mon- 
ſirous Queſtions you objec. If you 
think good to purſue ſuch airy Specu- 
lattons, I beg you'd give me leave, 
an humble Diſciple of Chriſt, to ſtudy 
and meditite on thoſe Things that 
tend to the Improvement of my Faith ; 
and ſhall, by my Stence hereafter, 
obtain what J de ſire, 1 mean, that 
you may be no longer troubleſome. 
But am extremely jorry, that ſuch a 
Capacity God has liberally given ou, 
 ſhoud not only be employ d m Things 
of no Moment, and in Vain; but 
Corrupted lkewie by deſtructive 
Dreams 
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The LIFE of 
Dreams and Fictions. What T ſaid 
to you before, I ſeriouſly put you in 
Mind of: If you do not in Time cor- 
red this Itch of Enquiry, tis to be 
fear d, youll involve yourſelf in ve- 
ry grievous Troubles. Shou'd I, un- 
der a Shew of Indulgence, fo er a 
Vice highly pernicious, I ſhou'd be 
both perfidious and crucl; therefore | 
chuſe rather to offend a little now, by 
my preſent Harſhneſs and Aſpertty, 
than not reclaim you from thoſe flat- 
tering Allurements of Curioſity, in 
which you are unfortunatcly engag d. 
A Time, I hope, will come, when 
ou with be glad to have been ſo rough- 


ty awaken'd. 


Jan. 1. Yours, Calvin. 


1552. 


LELIUS. 


SOCTINUS, Ke. 


 LALIUS making the beſt 
* Uſe of this Advertiſement, and 


the hard Fate of Servetus (who 


at the Inſtance of Calum was 
* burnt at Geneva, the 27th of Oc- 


tober following, for writing and 


ſpeaking againſt the Myſtery of 
the Holy Trinity) diſcover'd not 
his Sentiments, but when and 
where he thought himſelf ſafe ; 
and behav'd with ſo much Cauti- 
on, that he liv'd among the capi- 
tal Enemies of his bad Principles, 
without the leaſt Moleſtation. 

HE met with ſome Diſciples, 


who heard his Inventions with 


Reſpect: Theſe were Italian Fu- 
gitives, who ſtroll'd about Ger- 
many and Poland. He communi- 
cated his Errors to his Relations, 


by Writings, which he ſent to 


5 Lina, 
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The LIFE off 
Siena, and made ſome Converts 
there. | 
Ar TER his Faiher's Death, at 
Boulogne in Italy, anno 1556, he | 
took a Journey to Poland, and ob- 
tain d of the Kings of Poland and 


Bohenna, recommendatory Letters 


to the Dukes of Venice and Florence, 
that he might ſafely abide at Ve- 


nice, as long as his Affairs requir'd, 
in order to take Poſſeſſion of his 


Inheritance, and to regulate the 


lame. 

His Family at this Time came 
to be diſpers'd by the Inquiſition, 
being ſuſpected (as very well 
they might ) of Hereſy. His Bro- 


ther Camillus was impriſoned, the 


reſt fled. Lælius return'd to Swit- 


zerland, and died at Zurich, in 


May 1562 


FAUSTUS 


SOCTIMNUS, Ke. 
F AUST U was then at Lyons 


in France, and haſtened from 
thence with all Speed, as ſoon as 
he heard of his Uncle's Death. He 
arriv'd at Aurich before his Papers 


were ſeiz d and rifled, of which 


he took Poſſeſſion, and afterwards 
made them as ſerviceable as he 
could to his own Purpoſe, being 
very, well appris'd before of their 
Contents, which. he made his 
chief Buſineſs to cultivate, im- 
prove, and propagate with inde- 
fatigable Diligence and Induſtry, 

We were neceſlitated to pre- 
miſe this concerning Lælius Soct- 
nes, eſpecially, becauſe he was 


the Leader of his Nephew, and 


of all, in effect, that follow'd in 


the Hocinian Hereſy ; and the firſt 


| Author of the Principles on which 


that Scheme is built. He pub- 


B — liſh'd 


22 
XVII 


XVIII 
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liſn'd but little, out of Fear of 
being diſcover'd ; neither is it cer- 
tain whether many Books father'd 
upon him were really his, as is ob- 


ſerv'd in the Library of the Anti- 


tyinitarian Writers. 


Bur to return to Fauſtus, his 
firſt Courſe of Life, and chief Ac- 
cidents that befel him. He was 
born the fifth of December 1639, 
being younger than his Uncle by 
fourteen Years. Was depriv'd of 
his Parents in that Age which is 
moſt ſuſceptible of Learning and 
mental Accompliſhments; he 
complain'd he had very little ap- 
ply d himſelf, and without any 
Guide, to the Study of Arts; that 
he had learn'd no Philoſophy, knew 
nothing of Scholaſtick Divinity, 
and but very lately acquainted 

him 


SOCINUS, Kc. 


bimſelf with no more than the 
the Rudiments of Logzck. 

Wirk this Stock A Learning, 
his Unele's Papers,and ſome Know- 
ledge of Civil Law, the firſt Part 

of the Age of Fauſtns Socinus was 
taken up. He had been fully in- 
ſtructed, as has been faid, in his 
Uncle's Principles, before his go- 
ing into France, to avoid the 
Storm that threaten' d; namely, 
the Inqui ſition. 

Taz Uncle conceiv'd à very 
great Opinion of the Nephew, 
and diſcover'd to his Intimates, the 
Hopes he had that he wou'd ſuc- 


ceſsfully recommend and diſperſe 


his Doctrine. After the Death of 


Lelius, he return'd to Italy, and 
was entertain'd in the Court of the 
Duke of Florence, whoſe Favour 


and Eſteem he obtain'd by the 


K1N 
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- "The LIF F of 
Employments he diſcharg'd. There 


he continued for twelve Years. 
He was heard with Sighs to com- 
plain, that thereby he had made 
Shipwreck of the Flower of his 
Age, and voluntarily left the Court, 
and his native Country, to propa- 


gate and diſſeminate the Socimian 


Hereſy. 
IT was in the Year 1574, and 
of his Age the thirty-fifth, when 


from Italy he went into Germany: 


Reſided three Years at Braſil, a 


City upon the Rhine, where with 
great Application he ſtudied the 


Writings and Notes of his Uncle, 


which he refus'd not to own. When 
he had remain'd at Braſil to An. 
1575, he enterd into a Diſpute 


concerning Veſus Chriſt the Savui- 
our; not long after, he began 


another Diſputation with Frances 
N Pucci- 


SOCINUS., Xe. 


Puccius, in the Beginning of the 
Year 1578 at Zurich, and return- 
ing the ſame Year to Braſil, fi- 
niſh'd his Book De Servatore. He 
argned therein againſt James Co- 
vet, Miniſter of the French Church 
at Baſil. This Treatiſe was print- 
ed by a Diſciple of the Author ; 
his Name was likewiſe plac'd be- 


fore it, which had never appear'd 


in the Title of any Thing he writ ; | 


2 Reaſon for that will fall in here- 
aſter. 3 

AT the fame Time great Diſ- 
turbances and Commotions were 
rais'd in the Antitrinitarian Aſſem- 
blies in Tranſylvania, concerning 


the Opinion of Francis David, and 


others, relating to the Honour and 


Power of Chriſt. To put a Stop 


to which, George Blandrata, who 


had great Influence among the 
og: Aſſem- 
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The LIFE of 
Aſſemblies, and no leſs Intereſt 
with thoſe who had the ſupreme 
Authority, in the ſame Year, viz, 
1578, invited Socinus to come 
from Baſil thither, as a fit In- 
ſtrument to wean the principal 
Leader of the Faction, from ſo 
groſs and pernicious an Error, 
which, that he might the more 
commodliouſly do, Blandrata hired 
a Houſe, where they might lodge, 


and eat at the ſame Table, which 
they did for three quarters of a 


Year. But Frances David being 
more inclin'd to maintain his Cre- 
dit among his Followers, than ta 

hearken to Hocinus, made it his 
Buſineſs, not only to Juſtify his 
Error, in a private but publick 
Manner; for which he was im- 
prifon'd by the Command of the 


Pr Ince of Tranſylvania, where it 


was 
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was not long before he died. - 
cinus, Whether innocent or not, 
was cenſur'd, as unable to over- 
come Francis "David with any other 
Arms. When this Conference of 
theirs was ended, and exhibited 
to the Tranſuvanan Aſſemblies, 
in May 1579, Fauſtus Soctnus the 
ſame Year, being then forty, re- 
pair'd to Poland, where he was am- 
bitious of joining himſelf publickly 
to the Aſſemblies of the Unztar:- 
ans ; but not concealing his Diſhike 
of ſome of their other Opinions, 


xxXIli 


he ſuffer'd a ſevere and long Re- 


pulſe : Nevertheleſs, writ in their 


Favour, when they were oppos d. 
MEANWHILE, by his fre- 
quent Re he created 

himſelf many Enemies, eſpecially 

by attacking Jacob Palcologus. The 

Book he writ againſt him, con- 
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Aſſemblies, and no leſs Intereſt 
with thoſe who had the ſupreme 
Authority, in the ſame Year, vix. 
1578, invited Socinus to come 
from Baſil thither, as a fit In- 
ſtrument to wean the principal 
Leader of the Faction, from fo 
groſs and pernicious an Error, 
which, that he might the more 
commodiouſly do, Blandrata bired 
a Houſe, where they might lodge, 
and eat at the ſame Table, which 
they did for three quarters of a 
Year. But Frances David being 


more inclin'd to maintain his Cre- 
dit among his Followers, than ta 


hearken to Hocinus, made it his 
Buſineſs, not only to juſtify his 
Error, in a private but publick 
Manner ; for which he was im- 
prifon'd by the Command of the 
Prince of Tranſylvanma, where it 

WAS 
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was not long before he died. $9- 
cinus, Whether innocent or not, 
was cenſur'd, as unable to over- 


come Francis David with any other 
Arms. When this Conference of 


theirs was ended, and exhibited 
to the Trauſploauian Aſſemblies, 
in May 1579, Fauſtus Socinus the 


ſame Year, being then forty, re- 
pair d to Poland, where he was am- 


bitious of joining himſelf publickly 
to the Aſſemblies of the UVnitari- 


ans ; but not concealing his Diſlike 


of ſome of their other Opinions, 


he ſuffer'd a ſevere and long Re- 
- pulſe: Nevertheleſs, writ in their 


Favour, when they were oppos d. 
MEANWHILE, by his fre- 


quent Diſputations, he created 


himſelf many Enemies, eſpecially 


by attacking Jacob Paledagus. The 


Book he writ againſt him, con- 


84 -- cerning N 
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cerning the Civil Magiſtrate, was 
miſrepreſented to Stephen, King of 
Poland, as a ſeditious Libel againſt 


Magiſtracy ; whereas Socinus, in 


that Work, condemn'd all Au- 
Þ thors who allow d Subjects to re- 
[ bel, or to pretend to make them- 
I FS Judges of the Queſtion ; 
| | whether a Prince reigns tyranni- 
| cally, or not. © He writes there, 


ſaid a Critick of great Name, “ra- 
cc ther like a Monk that ſold his 
& Pen to render the Proteſtant 
« Reformation hatefnl, than an 
cc Ttahan Fugitive. It furniſh'd his 
Adverſaries with a Pretext to irri- 
10 tate the King againſt him, tho' 
the Book was far enough from 
Sedition. He left Racovia upon 
it, Where he had remain'd four 
Vears, and retired to the Seat of 
A Pal Lord, named Obriſtopber 
Morſti- 
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Morſtinius, Lord of Pauli avi: 
Where, by the Privilege of the 
Nobility of Poland, he was enter- 
tain'd, and protected. His Patron 


married his Daughter to him, and 


of a Gueſt made him his Son, and 
conſequently his Safety ſeem'd eſta- 
bliſh'd by great Relations and Al- 
liances. While he ſtaid in the 
Country, he writ againſt Eutropi- 
us in Vindication of his own Prin- 
ciples ; for which he was a daily 
Sufferer. 

HE had a Daughter born Anno 
1587, in the 48th Year of his 
Age ; after his Death, married 
to Staniſlaus Wixxovats, à Knight 
of Poland. In September the ſame 
Year he buried his Wife, and laid 
it ſo much to heart, that it threw 
him into a dangerous Fit of Illneſs, 
which for ſome Months mightily 

Z Inter- 
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interrupted his Undertakings; and 
that nothing might be wanting to 
aggravate his Grief, at the ſame 
time almoſt, by the Deceaſe of 


Francis great Duke of Tu/cany, he 


was deprivd of the Revenue he 
receiv d from /ialy; and indeed, 
not long before that, by the Ve- 
hemence of his Accuſers, his For- 
tune was in Jeopardy ; but by the 
Mediation of {ſabella Medicis, the 
Great Duke's Siſter, he had his 
Rents remitted to him, while the 
Duke her Brother liv'd, and they 
by Letters promis'd to receive him 
again, provided he would not ſet 
his Name to th: Things he puthſh'd, 


Soon after, thoſe Princes died, to 
his Misfortune ; and every thing 
conſpir d to diſturb him. 


THERE was then a great Strug- 
gle between the Competitors for 
the 
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the Crown of Poland. The Times 
were troubleſome, and the Licen- 
tiouſneſs of contending Parties 
dangerous: For which reaſon he 
returnꝰd to Cracovia. 

As he had all along frequented 
| Eecclefiaſtical Aſſemblies, he went 
Anno 1588, to a Synod in the 
Borders of Lithuania, where he 

diſputed concerning the Death and 
Sacrifice of Chrift, of Fuſtification, 
the Corruption of Nature, and the 
uvocation of Jeſus Chriſt ; on all 
which Articles he oppos'd the Or- 
tbodox Dodtrines eftabliſh'd and 
receiv'd from the Beginning, and 
| clandeſtinely drew ſome of the firſt 
* Rank and Quality to embrace his 
new Refinements, and Interpre- 
tations of reveal'd Truth. Sundry 
| Evils threaten'd him, while he 
then reſided at Cracovia ; but prin- 
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cipally after the publiſhing his 


Book De Ses vatore, the Hatred of 
many revivd, and was much ex- 


aſperated. 


IN the Year 1598, being indiſ- 
pos d, and confin'd to his Cham- 
ber for the Recovery of his Health, 
the Rabble, animated by young 
Scholars, hal 'd him out of his Lod- 
gings, in a violent manner, half 
naked, and dragg'd him through 
the Market-place, and principal 


Streets, crying out for Juſtice ; at 
length, by M. Fadbovitx, Profeſ- 


ſor of Cracovia, he was, with great 
Difficulty, reſcu'd from the Fury 
of the Mob; who plunder'd him 
at the ſame time of his Moveables, 
and all Things the enraged Vul- 


gar could lay their Hands on. He 


lamented moſt the Loſs of his Ma- 


nuſeripts, and particularly a Work 


againſt 
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againſt Atheiſts ; but new Threats 
were added to what he had ſuf- 
fer'd by the Populace, which cau- 
ſed him to retire to a Village, a- 
bout nine Miles diſtant, where he 
was received by Abraham Blonskt, 


XXIX 


2 Nobleman, at whoſe Houſe, the 


latter End of Winter, then in his 
65th Year, he died Anno 1604. 
THis is a ſhort View of the 
Life of Fauſtus Socmmus. It is not 
material, perhaps, to ſay ought of 
his perſonal Qualities. Przzpcovi- 


us, a Poliſh Knight, who was one 


ol his Diſciples, and wrote a Pan- 
egyrick, rather than a Hiſtory of 
him, ſays, he acquird by his great 
Induſtry, a competent Share of 

Learning, tho' late. He adds like- 


wiſe, that to applaud his Wit and 


Judgment would be ſuperfluous, 


when ſo many Monuments of both 


are | 
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are at hand. He gives a very re- 


markable Inſtance of his great 
Memory, which he made appear in 
a Diſputation he held with Chr/- 
topher Franken. This Man, in a | 
certain Synod, ambitious to ſhew 

the Superiority of his Learning 
and Parts, challenged, in a more 
haughty manner than he ſhould 
have done, any of the Perſons pre- 
ſent, to enter the Liſts of Diſpu- 
tation with him, deſpiſing the E- 
rudition and Capacity of all with- 
out Exception. And the more to 
bear down and diſcourage any An- 
tagoniſt, propos'd no leſs than fif- 
ty Arguments in a String, which 
he had premeditated, againſt the 
tHnvocation of Chriſt. This diſturb- 
ed ſome, and they pitch'd on So- 


cinus to e this bold Challen- 
ger, who requir d him, viz. Höci- 


nus, 


, 2 
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nus, to note down in Writing, the 
Heads of the Arguments he was to 
anſwer. | 
SOCINUY, confiding in his 
Memory, ads no Uſe of "his Pen, 
and having patiently heard them, 
immediately, in the very ſame Or- 
der they were pronounced, an- 


ſwered particularly and diſtinctly 


to each, exactly one after another, 


and fo ſolidly, in the Opinion of 
the Hearers, that his Adverſary 
could make no Reply; but confeſ- 
ſing he was not ſo ready, and 
| well prepar'd on the Subject, as he 
thought himſelf to be, to the A- 
mazement of the whole Synod, 
not without Bluſhing and Confu- 
ſion, withdrew. 

As to the Form of his Body, 
| the ſame Author ſays, “ He was 
| *--of Stature, not exceeding what 
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The LIFE of 
are at hand. He gives a very re- 
markable Inſtance of his great 
Memory, which he made appear in 
a Diſputation he held with Chr/ſ- 
topher Franken. This Man, in a 
certain Synod, ambitious to ſhew 


the Superiority of his Learning 


and Parts, challenged, in a more 
haughty manner than he ſhould 
have done, any of the Perſons pre- 
ſent, to enter the Liſts of Diſpu- 
tation with him, deſpiſing the E- 
rudition and Capacity of all with- 
out Exception. And the more to 
bear down and diſcourage any An- 
tagoniſt, propos d no leſ: than fif- 
ty Arguments in a String, which 
he had premeditated, againſt the 
Invocation of Chrift, This diſturb- 
ed ſome, and they pitch'd on $- 


cinus to NY this bold Challen- 


ger, who requir'd him, vix. Soci- 
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nus, to note down in Writing, the 
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Heads of the Arguments he was to 


anſwer. 

SO IVV, confiding in his 
Memory, made no Uſe of his Pen, 
and having patiently heard them, 


immediately, in the very ſame Or- 


der they were pronounced, an- 


ſwered particularly and diſtinctly 
to each, exactly one after another, 
and fo ſolidly, in the Opinion of 
the Hearers, that his Adverſary 
could make no Reply; but confeſ- 
ſing he was not ſo ready, and 
well prepar'd on the Subject, as he 
thought himſelf to be, to the A- 


mazement of the whole Synod, 


not without Bluſhing and Confu- 
| fon, withdrew. 

As to the Form of his Body, 
the ſame Author ſays, © He was 
| © of Stature, not exceeding what 
: | C vas 
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« was uſt, but ſomewhat tall, thin, 
« of a cheerful, maſculine Aſpect. 
« In Eating and Sleep, very mo- 
« derate ; eaſy of Acceſs; ready, 
« and even officious to ſerve his 
« Friends. The Injuries he re- 


<« ceivd, and the Senſibility of his 


8 Temper, he ſays concurr'd to 
« magnify his Patience. 

His Conſtancy to his Princi- 
ples, this Hiſtorian will have to 
be very remarkable, tho' attended 
with great Difficulties; and is plea- | 
ſed to add, © That the Conſtancy 
« and Reſolution of Luther, Loyo- 
« la, and others, was encouraged 
« by the Applauſe, the Aid, and 
Aſſiſtance of Princes, and Popes ; 
but that Lælius and F. Socenus 
4 had no Countenance of Autho- 
« rity, no Combination of Party; 
* no other Recommendation, but 

their 
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ce their own Strictneſs, which was 
cc by many hated, and envied. 
He concludes, by nz, « That 
« ſo many Monuments of their 
« Wit, and Parts, would not ſut- 
« fer their Merit to be buried in 
« Oblivion.“ And laſtly, «© That 
« there is greater Danger, leſt 
Poſterity ſhould confer too ma- 
ny, than too few Honours upon 
them.“ In which ou Knight 
was very ſhort of being a true Pro- 
phet. 

AFTER Sivifmond, King of Po- 
land, had allow'd Liberty of Con- 
ſcience to the Seas, that had broke 
with the Church of Rome: The 
Unttariuans, or Anti-Trinitaridus, 
call'd alſo Socinians, from Fauſius 
Socinus, the Head of the Party, 
had divers Aſſemblies, for a conſi- 
derable time, in Poland and Li- 
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thuama ; ſome in the great Towns 
of Cracovia, Lublin and Novogrod ; 


others, in the Country, where Gen- 


tlemen had Eſtates. They made 


Cracovia their principal Reſidence, 


and there celebrated a yearly Sy- 
nod, erected a College, and ſet 
up a Printing-houſe, and from 
their Preſs a great number of Books 
ipread into foreign Countries. But 
this State of Proſperity was inter- 
rupted, Anno 1638. Some Scho- 
lars of their College at Cracovia, 
having broken down a wooden 
Croſs, ſet up in a high Road ; a 
Diet at Yarſaw order'd the Col- 
lege to be demoliſh'd, their Church 


to be ſhut up, the Printing-houſe 


to be deſtroy'd, and the Miniſters 


and Regents to be baniſh'd. By 
another Diet, Anno 1647, Jonas 


Slichtingius receiv d Sentence of 


Baniſh- 
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Baniſhment for publiſhing a Book, 
intituled, Confeſſio Chriſtiana, and 
the Book was burnt by the com- 
mon Executioner. Notwithſtand- 
ing theſe Difgraces, they had ma- 
ny Places of Exerciſe in that King- 
dom, till the Year 1658, when a 
Law was made in a general Diet, 
by common Conſent, as well of 
Lutherans and Calviniſis, as Catho- 
licks, whereby Ariuaniſm was pro- 
ſcrib'd, and the Arians and Svci- 
aians comprehended under the 
ſame Name, obliged either to 
abjure their Hereſy, or leave the 
Kingdom, within two Years, 
which was granted them for ſel- 
ling their Effects. This Law was 
afterwards confirm d, and the Day 
of their departing fixt to the 10th 
of Jul), Anno 1660. 


GC 2 AFTER 


XXXV 


l om * 8 * 

1 — . * 

PE OT r r Fa 

= - — —. — 
- a 4 - * — — 


— 
wes Aer — 4. 
Rs 125 - * — 


— — — e 1 
, Fg 


_— 


7770 0H 


———— 7 =, 


. 
— — . 
— 2 


1 
1 
17 
[| 
1 
91 
1 
| 
1 


2 I - . 
= - — — > a - = 
4 — — a. „ — 


s 5 - FCS 44 
— CS == 


r 
2 a — — > jm 


XXXVI 


The LEI FP of 


AFTER this, they made many 
Attempts to ſettle in Holland, 
brought with them to Amſterdam 
a great many Books, both print- 
ed and in Manuſcripts, which 
they began to tranſlate into Fle- 
miſh : All which the Magiſtrates 
having ſeizd, ſent them to the 
Academy of Leyden, and after, to 
the States General. The Jodg: 
ment of the Faculty of Divines at 

Leyden was, that thoſe Writings 
differ d but very little from Ma- 
pomctiſm, and contain'd Blaſphe- 
mies, not to be tolerated among 
Chriſtiuns, without the utmoſt Im- 
piety. They gain'd Proſelytes 


notwithſtanding, and their Books 


ipread. To put a final Stop to all 
which, the Magiſtrates of Amſter- 
dam having condemn'd ſome Wri- 
tings of Yolkelius to the Flames, 
the 


— —— —— U — 
— ß 


the States made an Edict, where- 
by they forbad all Perſons of what 
Degree or Condition ſoever, to 
introduce any of the Hin He- 
reſies into the Country, to com- 


municate them to others, or to 


hold any Aſſemblies for that End, 
or Purpoſe. They declar'd, that 
all thoſe who contraven'd their 
Order, for the firſt Offence, ſhou'd 
be baniſh'd out of the Province as 
Blaſphemers, and Diſturbers of the 
publick Peace. The Senate of 
Utrecht publiſhd a like Edict: 
Some of them, no great Number, 
retir'd into Pruffia, and the Aar 


fate of Brandenbury. 
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N the Life of Socinus, p. xi. I. 15. for acrias read 

aerias. p. xviii. I. 10. for 1639 read 1539. p. 59. 1.7. 

blot out the Period after them, and place a Colon after 
perſedt ly. | 


J. 

DEMONSTRATION, that the An- 
thority of the Books of the Orv 

and NEW TESTAMENT caunot be 
guſily doubted by thoſe who believe 
the Chris Tian RELIGION. Fir 
Cauſe or Preteuce of Doubt taken 
from the Oualities of the Writers, 
confuted ; by ſhewing, that they did 


not commit any Error, through Ig- 
norance, Colluſion, or Deſign. p.1 


II. 
A ſecond Cauſe or Pretence of Doubr 


remov?d ; by ſhewing, that we can- 
not be ignorant who the Writers of 
the New TESTAMENT Were, though 
that is not abſolutely neceſſary to be 


unzverſally known. 29 
C4: III. 4 
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An Argument for the Au- 
thority of Holy Scripture. 


— 
6 


CHAP. I. 


The principal Point in Diſpute pro- 
pos d. The Order and Manner of 
handling it. A Demonſtration 
that the AUTHORITY of the 
Books of the OLD and New 
TESTAMENT, cannot be juſily 
doubted by thoſe who believe the 
CRISTIAN RELIGION. The 
firſt and chicf Cauſe of Doubt 
Confuted. 


AN, even among thoſe, The Sal- 
RN MIEs| who profeſs the Name off * 
liesus CrxrisT, doubt the 

1 Truth of the Chriſtian Reli- 

1 | gion, and the Authority of the Holy 

| Scriptures, 

L 


I 
i 
4 


2 AUTHORITY OF 
Scriptures, that is, the Books call'd 
the Bible, or the Oro and New Tes- 
TAMENT; and ask, why we are to 
believe thoſe Things to be true, and 
rightly tranſmitted, that are contain d 
therein, and propos d to us, as Objects 
of Faith, thinking no ſound Argu- 
ment can be produc'd to make this 
evident. 

Tuis Queſtion may be divided into 
This One- two Heads. For, either thoſe who 
He thus doubt, and make this Query, 
two Parts, Otherwiſe allow the Religion of Jeſus 
of Nazareth who is call'd Chrzſt, to 
be true, or do not allow it; but either 
diſtruſt the certain Truth of it, or 
doubt not in the leaſt that it 1s utterly 
falſe. We will ſpeak firſt to the former 
of theſe Heads, and then to the latter, 
that the whole Matter may be the 

more fully and diſtinctly explain'd. 
He cams: Firſt, I ſay, then, if the Religion of 
0e tie Jeſus of Nazareth, who is call'd Chrift, 
receives be allow'd to be true, I cannot ſee 
me NEV how the Authority of the Books call'd 
MENT. the OLD and NEW TESTAMENT, can 
reaſonably be queſtion d. As to the 
Orp TESTAMENT, lince that is appa- 
reatly 
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rently confirm'd by the New, if the 
divine Authority of the latter ſhall be 
clearly demonſtrated (that being grant- 
ed which has been now ſaid of the Re- 
ligion of Jeſus Chriſt, i. e. its being 
true) it will follow from thence unde- 
niably, the Old Teſtament muſt be ad- 
judg'd to have the ſame Authority; 
eſpecially where it appears not, or there 
can be no well grounded Suſpicion the 
Old Teftament has undergone any Cor- 


ruption or Alteration, as will be more 


amply ſhewa in its Place. 


Now, that it is very unreaſonable to No Chrif- 
tian car 
Juſtly que 
2 the 


Truth of 
he NEW 


doubt the Authority of the New Te/- 
tament (as if either the Hiſtory or 


Doctrine of the Chriſtian Religion th 


were not faithfully deliver'd therein) TESTA- 


may be made evident, if I am not miſ- 


taken, in the following Manner, 


whereby all Cauſes of Doubt, which 


may perhaps ariſe in the Mind of any 
Chriſtian, commonly ſo call'd, will be 


effectually remov'd, and made void. 


Four 


ENT. 
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Four Cauſes for ſlpecling the Books 


of the NEw TESTAMENT. 


HERE ſeem to be four princi- 

pal Reaſons for ſuſpeCting the 
Karhoriy of any Book whatſoever. 
The fr/t is, if the Writer be of little 
or no Credit, or ſuch, whole Fi- 
delity and Science may be queſtion'd. 
Another, if the true Writer of the 
Book be unknown. A third, if it be 
otherwiſe made appear, or there be any 
juſt Suſpicion the Book hath been cor- 
rupted, or in any Reſpect alter'd or 
deprav'd. But a fourth and laſt is, it 
there be Teſtimonies of Men worthy 
of Faith, and therefore not to be re- 
jected, that no Regard is to be given 
to that Book. If then it ſhall be de- 
monſtrated, that neither of theſe four 
Objections can lye againſt the Book 
call'd the New TESTAMENT: It will 
certainly be likewiſe manifeſt, its di- 
vine Truth or Authority, cannot, un- 


lefs wrongfully and Injurioully, be que- 
ſtion'd. 


The 
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The firſt of theſe Cauſes of Doubt 
remov'd, and the Writers of the 
NEw TESTAMENT hen 10 

be worthy of the moſt abſolute 
Faith, and above all Manner of 
Exception. 

A S to the fr? Cauſe of Doubt, 

viz. If the Writer be of little 

or no Credit, or ſuch whoſe Fidelity 


and Knowledge cannot be queſtion'd, 


the Matter ftands thus. To render 
the Writer of any Book unworthy of 
much Regard, or ſuch, whoſe Integrt- 
ty and Capacity is not to be rely'd on, 
_ chiefly comes from hence; either it 
muſt be made evident, or there muſt 
be ſome good Reaſon tor Suſpicion, that 


he did not rightly know what he writ, 


or did not write what he knew to be 
true: Or there muſt plainly appear 
ſome clear Indications of theſe in the 
Book it ſelf; I mean, either of the Ig- 


norance or Impoſture of the Writer. 


D Now, 
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Now, in the firſt place, I would 
know, how it can be made out, or 
fairly ſuſpected (unleſs from what may 
be collected out of the Books them- 
ſelves) that the Writers of the New 
Teſtament were not perfectly acquaint- 
ed with what they relate, or would 
not write Things as they knew them 

to be, that they did amiſs through Ig- 

norance or Impoſture. Of this I can 

fee no Proof. 
Tha! the For either we will admit the Writers 


Writers Jof theſe Books to be the ſame, whoſe 


ihe New 


T. gamen. Names they reſpectively bear, or quite 


mia Other Men; if other, let their Names 
Things 4 « 


truly and be firſt produc'd, together with ſuffici- 
Jalchſahh. ent Evidence that they writ thoſe 
Books, and not thoſe to whom they 

have been by univerſal Conſent aſ- 
crib'd: Then we ſhall ſee whether 

they were ſuch to whom Faith 1s due, 

or not. For if any one ſhall alledge, 

it is enough, if nothing appears to 
evince, they were the Writers of this 
Book, who are commonly reputed ſo 
Anſwer to to be; I anſwer, This hath nothing to 
4 Ercan do with the fi7/t of the four Cauſes be- 
= fore - 


*:: 80 
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foremention'd, that can deſervedly ren- 
der the Authority of any Book dubi- 
ous, of which Cauſe we now ſpeak ; 
it belongs to the ſecond, to be conſi- 
der'd in its proper Place; but is of no 
Validity to prove any Thing in this 
Part of our Diſputation; unleſs it be 
only to except, it any one perhaps ſhall 
argue from the Writers of the New 
Teſtament themſelves, to prove the Au- 
thority of that Book; which indeed is 
not done here, where only an Anſwer 
is return'd to what may be urg'd 
againſt their Authority, to the intent 
that the ſame being made void, the 
Authority of the Book may fall 
with it. 


But to return to our Purpoſe ; if no rπνννν 


ſufficient Proofs can be found (as cer- 


mind, as 


tainly there can be none) to demon- their 
ſtrate, that others wrote that Book, SG. 
and not they to whom it is vulgarly e 


aſcrib'd, it undeniably follows, ſince it 
is taken for granted in this Place, that 
tis well known who the Authors of the 
New Teſtament were (for how can it 
be made manifeſt otherwiſe, or any juſt 

D 2 Suſpi- 


10 


The Wri- 
| tings of 


the four 
E vange- 


lifts, 
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Suſpicion, at leaſt, be rais'd ; but only 
trom what may be collected out of the 
Books themſelves, that either thoſe 
Writers were ignorant of, or did not 
with Fidelity enough deliver the 
Things therein contain'd, unleſs it be 
certain who the Writers were ?) it fol- 


lows, they were really thoſe who are 


taken ſo to be: It the ſame, let us con- 
ſider their Qualifications, and the Na- 
ture of what they wrote ; that we may 
ſee, fir/t, whether there be any man- 
ner of likehhood they were ignorant 
of the Truth of that they publiſh'd ; 
and ſecondly, whether there be any 
Ground to ſuſpect they committed to 
Writing, what they knew to be 


notoriouſly talſe, or at leaſt contrary 


co Truth. As to the ſeveral Pen- men 


of the New TESTAMENT, and their 
Writings. 


Matthew and John, who wrote hi- 
ſtorically of Jeſus Chriſt, were both 
of them his Diſciples, his intimate 
Friends, and more familiar with him 
than the reſt; and of conſequence per- 


tectly knew not INF: thoſe 'T np 


they 
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they related, but were preſent when 
moſt of them were done. Mark and 
_ £uke, who likewiſe publiſh'd the Hi- 
ſtory of CHriſt, liv'd at the ſame Time 
and Place where Je/us Chriſt liv'd» 
during his Abode on Earth : And be- 
ſides, one of them, namely Mark, was, 
as ſome think, firſt a Companion of 
Paul the Apoſtle, choſen by Chrz/t in 
a ſingular Manner to publiſh his Doc- 
trine; afterward a Diſciple without 
doubt, and Companion of Peter, an 
Apoſtle of 7eſus Chriſt, who liv'd in 
the greateſt Intimacy with him, and 


an Eye-witneſs almoſt of all Mark 


writ : And indeed Markt himielt writ 
nothing but what was dictated to him 
(if I may ſo fay) by Peter. But the 
other, I mean Luke, was an Aſſociate, 
and intimately acquainted with Pau 
beforemention'd, of whom he may be 
truly ſaid to have receiv'd whatever 
needful to a perfect and clear Know- 
ledge of Things, which any way rela- 
ted to the Hiſtory of Chriſt. 


TheſameLuke writ of what the Apo- As be 
tles ated after Chriſt left this World, e 


D 3 and 
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and chiefly of that which St. Paul did, 
whereof for the moſt part he was like- 
wiſe an Eye- witneſs. And concerning the 
reſt, he might be fully inform'd by the 
ſame Paul, as well as of many Things 
beſide belonging to the other Apoſtles, 
and that whole Hiſtory which Paul 
himſelf ſaw, and was thoroughly ac- 
quainted with. Moreover, Late liv'd 
in the Time, and in thoſe Places where 
theſe Matters were tranſacted; which 
of it ſelf is enough to ſhew he perfect- 
ly knew the whole Truth of all before- 
mention'd, and could not be miſtaken. 

Now, beſide the former Writings, 
for the moſt part Hiſtorical, we have 
in our Hands Epiſtles of Paul the Apo- 


file to certain Churches, or particular 
Perſons, which generally contain Doc- 


zrine relating to the Religion of e- 
fas Chriſt ; and moreover ſomewhat 
Hiſtorical, in reference to Chriſt, or to 
Paul himſelf, or to others out of the 


Church, as well as Prophecies ſome 


way or other appertaining to it. As 
to Doctrine then, who doubts but 


Paul land underſtood what he 


wrote, 
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wrote, ſince he was not only in a ſin- 
gular, but miraculous and divine man- 
ner, choſen by Chrz/t to carry his Name 
and Doctrine throughout the World? 
Furthermore, that Hiſtorical Part of 
his Writings which belongs to Jeu 
Chriſt, is ſo intermix'd with Dot77 ine, 
the one cannot be ſeparated from the 
other. As to what has reſpect to ſome 
out of the Church, Paul himſelf was 
then and there preſent. Tis to no 
great purpoſe to ſpeak of what he re- 
lates concerning his own Perſon. 
Touching his Propheczes, in like man- 
ner, it cannot be thought, that he, 


who was by Jeſus Chriſt favourd in 


ſo high a degree, and ſo dear to him, 
ſhould notwithſtanding be ignorant of 
the Truth of Things to come, which 


he conſtantly profeſs'd his Knowledge 


of. So that the Authority of theſe 
Hpiſtles alſo cannot reaſonably be que- 
ſtion'd. 
There are likewiſe extant ſome other 
Epiſtles of James, Peter, John and 
Jude, all of them Apoſtles of Chriſt ; 
who could not miſtake, nor be Stran- 
Da: gers 
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gers to thoſe Matters they writ in their 
Epiſtles; whether pertai:ing to the 
Doctrine of Zeſus Chriſt, wherein they 

were all thoroughly inſtructed from the 
beginning almoſt to the end; or to the 

Hiſtory of Jeſus Chriſt, of which ſome 
particular Paſſages are to be found in 

them, or to Propheczes (for ſome few 

are to be read there) concerning Futuri- 

ties in regard to Chriſtians. Wh-refore 
neither can we, with Juſtice, with- 

hold Faith to what is contain'd in theſe 
Epiſtles. There is annex'd to thele an 

as K-vi- extraordinary Book call'd the Revela- 
me Fon, conſiſting of a wonderful Viſion, 
wherein many Events to come are 
foretold, obſcurely enough, which chiet- 

ly have Reſpett to the Church of Jeſus 

Chriſt, The Truth of that Viſion, 
whether, or what it was, he mult per- 

fectly know who wrote it; ſeeing he 
_expreliy affirms he had, and faw ſuch a 
Viſion; the Writer might be John 

the Apoſtle, the ſame who penn'd the 
Hiſtory of Jeſus Chrift, as is the com- 

mon Opinion; or John ſirnam'd Dark, 
1 —— whom mention is made in the rok 
| Chapter 
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Chapter of the As, or ſome other 
Perſon ; of which we ſhall ſpeak, when 
we come to the ſecond Cauſe of Doubt, 
where ſomewhat will be offer'd touch- 
ing the Ep:/tle to the Hebrews, which 
is not allow'd by all to be of Paul. In 
the mean time to return to our Pur- 
poſe. 
ral Books of the New Teſtament, there pr ds. 
is not one of them, whoſe Truth or "— 
Falſhood the Writer himſelf did not 7-4- a6. 
perfectly know. But here it may be % 
objected, this will be true, when it nat ty 
appears thoſe Writers were the ſame 7” 
I have affirm'd them to be ; but that 
this very much is, or may certainly be 
queſtion'd. TI anſwer, as before; if it 
be doubted, or not, whether the true 
Names of the Writers of thoſe Books 
are prefix'd to them, this, *is plain, 
belongs not to the firſt; but only to 
the ſecond Cauſe of Doubt : For when 
it is aſſerted (as is done in this firſt 
Part) that it is known who the Writer 
of any Book was, that does not ſigni- 
iy it is known by what Name he is 

to 


We have ſhew then, as to the ſeve- Anſwer te 
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to be called, which is of little or no 
moment to judge whether he is to be 
believ'd or not. But at prefent we 
would be underſtood to mean, that 
his Condition and external Qualities 


are known, which is of ſome impor- 


tance herein, and will ſerve to ſhew 
his other internal Conditions, ſuch as 
have reſpeck chiefly to this Matter, 
There has been enough ſaid here then 
to prove, that it we look upon the. 
Writers of the New Teſtament, in them- 
ſelves, it cannot be denied, they very 
well knew the Truth of what they 
committed to Writing , and therefore 


we mult certainly conclude, they miſ- 


took not in the leaſt through Igno- 
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| Shean from the Nature of the 
| CHRISTIAN RELIGION, 
that the APOSTLES writ with 


utmoſt Fidelity. 


. ET us ſee now, whether it be 
likely, that ſuch Men ſhould 
publiſh what they knew to be falſe. 


It may ſeem indeed to be enough to 


create ſome Suſpicion, that they were 
not ſo very faithful in Matters of Hi- 
ſtory, becauſe they relate what they 
themſelves were intereſted in. In the 
Word Hiſtory here, I comprehend Di- 
vine Revelations allo; which, as we 
find, ſome of them ſay they had. Now 


ſince they were all not only true Chri- 


ſtians; but likewiſe either themſelves, 
or thoſe at leaſt with whom they were 


moſt intimate, moſt dear to Chriſt a- 


bove all Men (as in this Place is taken 
for granted) there is no Room for that 
Cauſe of Suſpicion. For every one 
knows, and muſt own, that among the 


principal Precepts of the Chriſtian 
5 „ Religion, 
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Religion, it is required that every Man 
be true and faithful, and not impoſe 
upon others, nor have recourle to Lies 
in any Matter whatſoever, that every 
one do not only deteſt the Thought 
of being a Deceiver in Concerns of a 
publick Nature (as thole moſt certain- 
ly are, who defignedly and induſtri- 
ouſly write Hiſtories they know to be 
falſe ;) but libzwiſe abhor no leſs the 
Guilt of Sacrilege, Blaſphemy, or even 
Negligence of Things facred, or of 
being void of the Fear of God, as he 
muſt ſurely be, who writing a Hiſſory 
of Religion, publiſnes Matters, of the 
Uatruth of which he himfe'f is fully 
ſatisfied, and fins not therein thro” Ip. 
norance, but malicious Deſign. 
Therefore, though they were inter- 
eſted in what they writ, this is ſo far 


from leſſening, that it augments the 
Opinion of their Integrity. For they 


had no greater Advantage in it, than 


heartily to embrace 7eſus Chriſt and 


his Religion; and therefore were ſuch 


as could not knowingly and induſtri- 
ouſly lye. So that, if this diminiſhes 
| not, 
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not, but magnifies their Credit in the 
Hiſtorical, it muſt do no leſs in the 
Doctriual Part, which they could have 
no Bias in the leaſt to deliver otherwiſe 
than they knew it to be. For what 
Glory, Profit or Pleaſure could they 


gain by wilfully deceiving others, and 


leading them into Perdition, when they 
might have been their true and certain 
| Guides to conduct them in the way of 

Salvation, wherein they were tho- 
roughly inſtructed, and continually 
walked themſelves ? 


No REPUGNANCY or Con- 
TRADICTION in the Do c- 
TRINE, #0 HISTORY of the 
NEW TESTAMENT. 


3. E are next to enquire, with- 
out conſideriug who thoſe 
| Writers were, whether it may be cer- 
| tainly known out of their Writings, 
br any juſt Suſpicion rais'd from thence, 

that they were ignorant of, or would 


not declare the Truch in what they 


wrote z 


Diftinti- 
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wrote; and that Suſpicion or Cer. 
tainty, which may ariſe out of the 
Writings themſelves, muſt of neceſſity 
be bottom'd on their teaching therein 
or publiſhing Inconſiſtencies that plain. 
ly appear to be falſe. But he who 
would handle this Subject fully, will 
be obliged to examine all the pretend- 
ed ſuſpected Places apart: An Under- 
taking too tedious and prolix for the 
delign'd Brevity of this Work. Where- Þ 
fore here it may ſuffice to treat this 
Matter only ſummarily, by certain 
principal Heads. And the rather, for 
that if in handling the Second Cauſe, 
we ſhall prove (as we hope to do) 
the Writers of the New TEsTAMENT Þ 
to be the ſame, who are commonly 
eſteem'd fo to be, we need not be at 
any great pains in this Part; as the | 
Thing it ſelf will diſcover. 

I fay then, that in reſpect to Repug · 
2aucies or Contrarieties, there is not 
one Inſtance to be given, which is not 
ſo in Semblance, rather than Truth and 
Reality, or only in Paſſages of very 
ſmall moment and no account. And 

F thoſe 
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thoſe Places that may ſeem to inter- 
fere, but indeed do not, are ſuch chief- 
ly as relate to Doctrine; wherein there 
is not only no real Repugnancy or In- 


conſiſtence; but on the contrary, ſo 
much Harmony and Agreement ſhines 


in it, that even this ought to be e- 
nough to gain theſe Writings greater 
Authority, than any other Book has 
or can lay claim to, wherein any Doc- 
trine 1s deliver'd. Seldom or never 
can there be found in Writings, and 
thoſe but ſhort too, and of one Man 
only, ſo much Concord and Uniformi- 
ty of Dotrene, as in this Book of the 
| New TESTAMENT, Which at the 
{ame time conſiſts of ſuch Diverſity of 
Writings of ſo many Perſons. on 

Moreover, the Repugnancies or Di- 
verſities, whether real or in appear- 


' ance, are in Points of ſmall moment 


relating to Hiſtory. As to which, we 
need do no more than ſee what the 


Biſhop, ſirnam'd Chry/o/fom, writes in 7 
the Preface to his Commentaries on Choe 
the Goſpel of Matthew, Where, if I ton 


rightly remember, he anſwers fully to 


this 


? — * a _ - X . — n he 
; 3 — * 2 — ew — * Mtv. 
rr . b _ 0 1 


1 
I 


22 


— — — — 
- 
— 3 :- — . 


AUTHORITY OF 


this Objection of ſome, againſt the Au- 
thority of the four Evangeliſts, and 


believing what they depoſe: The Sum 


of what he ſays, is, That the Evan- 
* geli/ts do not differ at all in thoſe 
* Points of Hiſtory, which are of any 
“ Concernment ; and if they vary in 
* Trivials, this ought not to detract 
from, but confirm their Credit and 
* Authority. For, hence it appears, 


_ © they did not combine to invent what 


they writ ; and therefore muſt be 
& certainly divers Writers, who, mo- 
* ved and compelled by the Truth of 
* what they knew had paſs'd, com- 
* mitted the ſame to Writing, inge- 
“ nuouſly, fairly, and openly, altho' 
&« ig few Inſtances of no Weight (the 


© Truth of which ſome might more 


exactly remember than the reſt) they 
“might perhaps write ſomewhat diffe- 
* rently, or vr unlike each other.” 
Thus he. 
But we will reſerve this for another 
Chapter, concerning our whole Queſ- 


tion; where we ſhall not take for grant- 


ed, that the Chriſtian Religion is true, 
| as 
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as is done here in this /t Chap. 
ter: And this being ſuppos'd, 'tis 
no way reaſonable, that from any lit- 
tle Variation which may be found in 
very light Matters in thoſe Writers, 


who for ſo long time, and by ſuch 


univerſal Conſent, have been approv'd 


by Chrz/{zans, any one ſhould take 


Occaſion to doubt their Integrity 
and Knowledge in thoſe Paſſages where 
they molt unanimouſly concur, and 
particularly in that which every one 
of them actually relates; unleſs it 
be known from ſome other Quarter, 
or for other good Caule, that in thoſe 
Things they ſometimes wrote what in 
no wile is to be believ'd, which hath 
never hicherto been prov'd. 


Shewn that the Apoſtles deliver'd 


nothing falje, nor cited Places of 


the OLD TESTAMENT amiſs. 


N Order thereto, let us conſider 
choſe Things that in themſelves 
may appear to be falle. Here we 
1 lay 
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ſay as before, that either nothing of 
this is to be found, or it is of ſo ſmall 
Weight, as ought not to depreciate the 
Credit of thoſe Writers in any Matters 


at leaſt of Moment or Importance. 


As to DotFrime, it may be conſtantly 


affirm'd, I believe, that nothing 


can be diſcover'd to be evidently 
falſe; for otherwiſe there would not 
be now, nor in Times paſt, ſo ma- 


ny prudent and learned Men, who 


without any doubt, did not, nor 


do not ſtick to give entire Faith to 


every Part of thoſe Writings which 
has reſpect to Do#rime. Nothing 
likewiſe is to be read therein, that 
any one can find probable Reaſons to 
contradict or diſprove, provided he 
has a competent Knowledge of Chrz/- 


tiauity, and owns its Truth: Nor 
is that to be done any other Way 


wiutever, than by producing Decrees 
or Axzoms of the Chriſtian Religion, 
oppolite to ſomething written in the 
NEW TESTAENT. But where ſhall 
he meet with ſuch Decrees or Axiome? 


Or what Authority can he alledge to 


2 COn- 
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confirm them, that will not be much 
inferior to the NEw TESTAMENT it- 
ſelf ? In which, as to what appertains 
to Things external, all the Knowledge 
is founded, that Chriſtians have of the 
Decrees and Axioms of their Religion. 

Will he do it by ſhewing by Rea- 
ſons or Authority of the OLD Tes- 
TAMENT, of what Kind thole Decrees 


and Axzoms ought to be; and that 


they are wholly, or in part, found 
otherwiſe written in the NEW? This, 
I am perſuaded, no-body can do: For 
as to Reaſoning, that 1s a Way too un- 
certain to be rely'd on, in a Matter 
which depends on divine Revelation, 


as does the Chriſtian Religion. And 


in regard to the Authority of the 


Orp TrsTAMENT, it is not much ta 


be magnified here, unleſs it be firſt 
known in what Senſe in divine Re- 


velation thoſe Oracles of the OLD 


TESTAMENT, or Paſſages therein, 


brought to prove that, have been 
taken. Foraſmuch as it is certain 
that no- body can by any means ſeri- 


ouſly receive the Chriſtian Religion, 
„ 
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8 — 2 8 * — 
— * — — 
- _ 
OO eee eee —_— 


26 


Th. Opt- 


21071 of 


Jupat-: 


ZERS 


confutcd, 


AUTHORITY OF 


but muſt confeſs withal, that in the 
Revelation of it, *tis clearly acknow- 
ledg'd, that the Prophecies concerning 
Jzsvs CHRIST, and Things relating to 
him, and conſequently to the Chriſtian 
Religion, are, at leaſt in ſome Part, of 
another Meaning from what the Let- 
ter of the OD "TESTAMENT ſeems to 
import; and ſuch too, as without 


the Revelation of the NEw, no-bo- 


dy could even have 8 8 any 
thing of. 

We are not to mind a Sort of 
Men, who with their Tongues pro— 
feſs Chriſtianity; but in Heart and 
Actions deny it; being Jews in Ef- 


fect, or full of a 7ewiſh Spirit, which 


both Fame, Hiltory, perpetual and 


certain Experience no leſs ſhew to be 


always diametrically oppoſite to the 
Chriſtian Spirit: For theſe Perſons 
aſſert, there is nothing in the Pro- 


phecies which ought not wholly to 
be underſtood according to the Let- 


ter, which is demonſtrated to be falſe, 
irom ſome of thoſe Places of the 
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Orp TESTAMENT they themſelves 
confeſs muſt be underſtood of Chrz/e. 

Tis very true, indeed, that thoſe Pro- 0/4: tru: 
phecies had fer the moſt part their firſt owing. 
Event, or certain literal Completion, zb-ci-s f 
according to the bare Meaning of , 2? 
the Words, in others beſide Chriſi; mexrt. 
but as they had their Event in CHhriſt, 
another Signification was underſtood 
than the literal Senſe of the Words 
implied; although in many ſuch like 
Prophecies, what was in ſome man- 
ner fullflPd in other Perſons, ac- 
cording to a certain figurative, but 
very cuſtomary Signification of the 
Terms; that I ſay, is, or hereafter 
will be perfectly terminated in Ch̊riſt, 
according to the found and preciſe 
Meaning of the Words; diveſted of 
all Figures of Speech, which com- 


mon Uſe would otherwiſe bear, of 


which, v. of the compound Senſe 
of certain Oracles, many Examples o- 
cur in Holy Writ. 

But we are not here to treat of 2 
this. If by that Sort of Men now Caster. 
mention'd, 2. e. Judaizers, or any 
E 3 bodther 
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other who profeſs themſelves Chriſti- 
ans, Teſtimonies of the Orv TesTaA- 


MENT are produc'd to prove, that in 


the New TesTAMENT there are ſome 


Thivgs pertaining to Doctrine, con- 


trary to thoſe which it was predicted 
in the O.y would come to pals in the 
Time of Chriſt; to all this (with the 
Divine Permiſſion) we will particular- 
ly anſwer ; which Anſwer we would 
have extend to thoſe alſo, who pol- 
ſibly may object againſt the Writers 
of the NEW TESTAMENT, that in ci- 
ting Places of the OLD, they did not 
apply them rightly and properly to the 
Purpoſe they quoted them for ; but 
made it their Bulineſs to interpret 
them otherwiſe than their true Mean- 
ing would bear, and as if, by ſo do- 
ing, they uttered Things which appear 
to be evidently falſe. So much for 
the jr/{ Cauſe or Pretence of doubt- 
ing the Autdority” of the NEW TEs- 
TAMENT. 


CHAP. 


CH A P. II. 


The Second Cauſe of Doubling re- 
mov d, by ſheuung that we can- 
not be ignorant who the Writers 
of the NEw TESTAMENT 
were, which ts not neceſſary to 
be univerſally known, 


1s ͤ Time now to ſpeak par- 
I ticularly to the Second 
Cauſe, for which the Autho- 
rity of any Book may be 

calbd in queſtion, and that is Igno- 


rance who the real Writer was: ö Objefion 
for ſome will ſay, although they er g 


651 17uu¹ 
the Uncere 


tian Religion, who will aſſure us 2 of 
ters of the 
MENT were Written by thoſe wnoſe 5." 
| E 1 Names uxxr. 


acknowledge the Truth of the Chriſ- 


the Books of the NEW TST A. 
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Names they bear in the Prefaces and 
Inſcriptions, as vulgarly is believ'd ? 
And ſince we have no Aſſurance of 
this, does it not plainly follow, that 
*tis uncertain who writ them, al- 
though no other can be nam'd ſo like- 
ly as they? And if ſo, what can 
oblige us ro give unqueſtionable Faith 
to thoſe Writings, either in Matters 
of Doctrine or Hiſtory ? For true 
and ſolid Faith h:/{orically given to 
any Book, relies chiefly on the Au- 


thor's being thoroughly acquainted 


with all the Facts as they were tranſ- 
acted, and alſo of his being a Perſon 
not prone to lie or prevaricate; and 
of this either Certainty or Science of 
the Writer, how can we have any 
Aſſurance when unknown? For like 
Reaſon: in reſpect to Doctrine, if 


Credit is to be given to any Author, 


he muſt, before all Things, be known 
to have been well inſtructed in the 


Doctriue at leaſt he undertakes to 
treat of, that he may deſerve to be be- 


liev'd: But to know this (if it may 


be known) is it not neceſſary it 


ſhould 
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ſhould not be doubted who the Writer 
was? 

J anſwer, that in all this Reaſoning, T 

two Things are affirm'd or taken for wer. 
granted, which are both to be deny'd 
and rejected as falſe. One is, that we 
have no Knowledge who the Writers 
of the NEW TESTAMENT were. 
The other, that when the Writer of 
any Book is unknown, nothing almoſt 
remains to ſupport its Credit, either 
in Relation to Matters hiſtorical or 
doftranal ; Let us examine each of 
theſe in Order. 


By perpetual and uninterrupted Con- 
ſent of Hiſtorians, it is manifeſt 
who the Writers of the Nx w 
TESTAMENT were. 


2 nk — l 


O ſhew the firſt Aﬀertion to 

be falſe, I ſay, if no Author 

of any Writing of very great An- 
tiquity be unknown, moſt certainly 
the Authors of all the Writings al- 


moſt of the NE w TESTAMENT are 
F not 
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the Author of any Book of long ſtand- 
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not unknown : Yes, the Authors of 
theſe are more certainly known, 
than of any other Book: And *tis 
indeed ſtrange, - that few or none 
ſhould have the Aſſurance to deny, or 
even doubt, whether any Book of 
what Antiquity ſoever, had the Au- 


thor to whom it has ever been aſcrib'd 


by common Conſent, unleſs compell'd 


by ſome very ſtrong Reaſons or Teſti- 


monies; and that there ſhould be 
{ome notwithſtanding to be met with 
at this Day, that either wholly deny, 
or pretend to doubt, whether thoſe 


were the Authors of the Books of 


the NEW TeSTAMENT, who from 
the Beginning have been eſteem'd ſo 
to be, and for the moſt part appear to 


have been the Writers from the very 


Writings themſelves; when at the 
ſame time they have no Evidence, 
Teſtimony, nor Reaſon to induce them 
to diſown or diſpute it; and there is 
leſs Ground to doubt the Writers of 


theſe Books, than of any other like | 


Writings whatſoever. But to know 


ing 
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ing depends on the Verdict of thoſe 
who liv'd when, or not long after it ap- 
pear'd, and rather on the conſtant and 
perpetual Opinion of learned Men, 
than any Thing elſe. What Books 
are there of ſo much Antiquity, 
that have ſo many Teſtimonies of 

this kind? What Writings can pro- 

duce ſuch a continual Conſent and 
Agreement of grave and prudent Men 
to certify who the Writers were, as 
the NEw TESTAMENT. 

Let what * Eu/ehins ſays, touching 
this Matter, in many Places of his 
Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory, be heard; and 

| it will evidently appear, that even to 
the Age of the ſame Euſebius, for the 
| Space of about two hundred and 
fifty Years after thoſe Writings were 
publiſh'd, there never was one in 
the Church who doubted but the 
four Goſpels which we have; the 
Book of the Acts of the Apoſtles ; all 


* See Euſeb. in 3 Hi. C. 3, 4, 25. and Boos 5, 
©, 8, and B. 6. C. 18, Cc. 


3 : the 
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the Epiſiles likewiſe which are ſaid 
to be of Pau! the Apoſtle (except 
that to the Hebrews) the firſt alſo of 
Peter the Apoſtle, and the firſt of 
John the Apoſtle; none doubted, I tay, | 
but all thele were writ by thoſe very 


Men to whom they are now vulgarly 


attributed; by ſuch, as in examining 
the fr /t Cauſe, or Pretence of doubting, 
we have deſcrib'd them to be; and 
it will be underſtood moreover, that 
there were many other Writers who 
cither liv'd at that time, or but a little 
while after thoſe Books firſt appear'd, 


who left it behind them openly teſti- 
fied, that the Authors were the very 


ſame whoſe Names they bear. Which 
we now ſee, in a great meaſure, by 
thoſe Writings of the Ancients, that 
have come to our Hands, namely, of 


Juſtin, Irenaus and Clemens Alexan- 


drinus, who liv'd all three, eſpecially 
Juſtin, near the Apoſtolick Times. 


| Likewiſe all along, continually after, 


great Numhers of diſcreet Men unani- 
mouſly agreed that the Thing was ſo: 


As, from Frier Cyprian, Origen, 


Euſebius 7 
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Euſebins, Baſil, Jerom, Auſtiu, and 
many others, appears: Of whom to 
ſpeak more here would be to no pur- 
pole. 

Add hereunto, that although there The fore- 
have been ſo many and great Diſſen- ng 
17 ons in the Chriſtian Religion, there 
never was (as far as authentick Hiſto- 
ry and Tradition inform us) any pru— 
dent and grave Man, among thoſe who 
openly and frankly profeſs'd the Name 
of Jeſus Chriſt, who doubted, whe- 

| ther the foremention'd Writings were 
indeed theirs whoſe they are ſaid to 
be. We read, tis true, of ſome in 
| thoſe early Times, rather to be deem'd 
Jets than Chri/tzans, who rejected the 
Epiſtles of Paul. But even thoſe ne- 
ver denied them to be really his. Nay, 
they declar'd their not receiving them 
to be for no other Reaſon, but becauſe 
| Paul, who was known to write them, 
| was, as they ſaid, a Traitor to the Di- 
vine Law deliver'd by Moſes. And 


E See Euſeb. 5 z. F 4 27. and B. 6. C. 28. and Iren. 
3. 1. C. 26, &c. concerning the Ebionitet. TE 


-H 


there 


thoſe to be the Writers of them, to 


number'd Writers of the New Teſta- 
ment were; we may very reaſonably 
queſtion who wrote the reſt, which 
are not of the ſame Order : For the 
Ancients themſelves weic not certain 
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there are ſome ſuch now poſleſs'd with 
a Jewzb Spirit, concerning whom we 
have intimated ſomewhat above. But 
beſide this, the very fame Men made 
no great account of the Writings of 
our four Evangeliſts, thoſe of Matthew 
excepted. And others, not unlike theſe 
or worſe, did not receive divers Things 
in the Writings before mention'd : But 
we never read that any ever denied 


whom they have always been univer— 
ſally aſcribed. 


Anſwer to Objections concerning cer- 
lain dlubious Books of the NE 
TESTAMENT. 


Tr may be faid, that granting we 
cannot juſtly doubt who the fore- 


of this, and ſome are under the ſame 


Diſtruſt 
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Diſtruſt now. To which I anſwer, Fit An- 


firſt, that if all thoſe Writings are re-- 
jected, there would remain enough in 
Point of Religion, if it plainly ſhall 
appear, that all the other ought to be 
receiv'd (I mean thoſe, the Writers of 
which there is not now, nor ever was 
any doubt of;) foraſmuch as there is 
nothing of any moment in one, which is 
not in the other; and indeed the Epi- 
| ftles of St. Paul the Apoſtle alone, 
| calld his unqueſtion'd Epiſtles, that 
| never were denied to be of Paul, even 
| by thoſe who rejected them of old, are 
| {ufficiently deciſive in all Things, that 
may be diſputed to any good Purpoſe 


or Advantage in the Chriſtian Religi- 


on; as Practice and Experience in thoſe 


| Matters will teach every one. Which 


is enough to be ſaid here. 
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But then I add, concerning the laſt Second 


Epiſtle of Peter, and thoſe of James 


it (as far as from Hiſtory and other 4. 


Anſwer 
concernin 


and Jude (each of which in the very ? the Epiſtle 


| Beginning has his Name expreſs'd, to ; Tads 


whom it is attributed as the Writer of xg * 
Euſeb. 
| indications can be collected) were que- hg . 


ſtion'd, 8.6. C. 38, 
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ſtion'd at firſt, for this Reaſon chiefly ; 
| becauſe they were not found till the 
1 other Writings were compil'd into one 
Volume, and it was determin'd, that 
thoſe alone, and no other, ſhould be 
eſteem'd worthy of Faith, as to what 
related to the Hiſtory and Doctrine of 
Jeſus Chriſt and his Apoſtles. But af- 
| terwards, in Proceſs of Time, it being 
1 known, by proper Diſcoveries, that 
thoſe Epiſtles were theirs, whoſe 
Names they carry, they were num- 
ber'd with the other Canonical and 
Apoitolick Writings. The Epiltle 1n- 
deed of James had the Preference, as 
may be ſeen in the Hriac Verſions 
wherein that is extant, but neither ot 
the other : Somewhat poſſibly of more 
Certainty concerning it was found ear- 
lier, than of rhe other Epiſtles of tlic 
fame Order. 3 
b | Of the 24 Now, as to the two latter Epiſtles of 
. e John, true it is, they were not fo uni- 
1 John; 15 verſally acknowledg'd, and taken to be 
. > of that Apoſtle ; but eſteem'd as ſuch 
l 4 for the moſt part, and were even by 
1 thoſe who doubted the Writer, 2 
85 2” ra 
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rally approv'd, and thought worthy 
of Faith. It being known perhaps from 
the Beginning, that they deſery'd this 
Honour, at leaſt, from thoſe few into 
whoſe Hands they fell. But the more 
Time run on, ſo much the more firm— 
ly ſtill, and conſtantly it was believ'd, 
that both theſe and the other above 
nam'd had the fame Authors, who 
were vulgarly reputed ſo to be; inſo- 
much, that for many Ages (even while 
there were Diſſenſions of great mo- 
ment in the Chriſtian Church, and af- 
ter thoſe Diſſenſions ceas'd, down to 
us) ſcarce any Man intelligent in Mat- 
rers of this kind, ever doubted con- 
cerning theſe, or the aforemention'd 
Writings. Tho? it muſt be confeſs'd, 
the more remote we are from the Time 
in which thoſe Works were written, 
the further we muſt be from ſure Mo- 
numents and Indications of each of 
the Authors of them: Nevertheleſs, 
the perpetual and common Conſent a- 
bout thoſe Authors (eſpecially of thoſe 


very Perſons, who in other reſpects 


not only difter'd among themſelves, 
F :.. >. 6 
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but held quite contrary Opinions, 
which all of them contended to be a- 
greeable and conſonant to the Wri- 
tings we ſpeak of) ſhews, that the 
Acknowledgment and Reception of 
them was not fortuitous or accidental, 
but conſtituted and confirm'd upon e- 


4 vident and infallible Teſtimonies, which 

. became daily more and more ſolid and 
N apparent. 

| 3 Touching the Epiſtle to the He. 

"A 7>- He- brews, it cannot be denied, that to 

bi brews; fee 


ace this very Day (nay much more now 
* 2.3 C38. than in former Ages) it is, and here- 
1 ano 6, alter will be doubted who writ it; 

tor the common Opinion that imputes 


it to Paul, labours under many and 


1 h great Difficulties. I own my ſelf to 
1 be one of thoſe (without Prejudice be 
i it ſpoken) who can hardly be brought 
x7 to believe it to be of that Apoſtle. 
xi For beſide other Reaſons, which in- 


cline me to be of this Opinion, the 
whole Way and Method, in which the 
Author of that Epiſtle writes, is dif- 
1 > throughout from the Manner 
Wl: faul; tho other wile it be in it felf 
Ws equally 
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equally ſacred and divine; to fay no- 


thing now of the Stile, and what the 


Creeks call the Character of that Epi- 
ſtle; which almoſt all, who are skill'd 


in the Greek language, aſſert, is very 
unlike the CHaracter and Stile of the 
other Epiſtles of Paul : There are like- 
wiſe ſome at this time, who will have 
it to be written in the Jews Tongue; 
notwithſtanding many, and thoſe very 
evident Signs to the contrary, to be 
tound in the Epiſtle itſelf. I therefore 
ingenuoully confeſs, that there are Rea- 
ſons for doubting, whether it be of 
that Author to whom it is alſcrib'd by 
the more common Conſent ; or rather 
of Zuke, or Barnabas, dpollos, or ſome 
other Perſon. 


4A Book may be authentic, whoſe 


WW iter 15 Unknown. 


ſpeak in the mean time to what!“ 


we ſaid was falſely aſſum'd in the Rea- 
ſoning, wherein this Second Cauſe of 
F 2 Doubt, 
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Doubt, or of with-holding Aſſent from 
any Book was explain'd ;) I ſay, that 
altho' the Name of the Author of any 
Writing be unknown, ſuch Writing 1s 
not therefore to be deem'd of no Au- 
thority, or even of leſs Credit, in Mat- 
ters either of Hiſtory or Doctrine, than 
if the Author were known; provided 
it be certain, that the Writing. was 
taken to be true, worthy of Faith, 
and to be rely'd on by them, who were 
well acquainted with the Truth of the 
Things contain'd therein. And this 1s 
the Caſe of the Epiſtle to the Hebrews. 
For that Epiltle, 1n thoſe early Times, 
when many were living who had been 
converſant with the Apoſtles them- 
ſelves, as plainly may be gathered out 
of Hiſtories (although ſome of the 
Romiſh Church, and the Church of 
Rome itſelf, may contradict it) was 
generally approv'd by all Chriſtians, 
it ſo that thoſe very Perſons of the 
in oppoſite Opinion, diſſented from the 
78 bother, becauſe they would not al- 
bu; low it to be written by Paul, rather 
= than for any other Reaſon, which in 


6. H . ̃ĩ ee cs te ee eter r 
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itſelf could any way depreciate its Au— 
thority. That this Opinion was anci— 
ently very much lik'd, the Hiace Ver- 
fron of the New Teſtament of greateit 
Antiquity, among other Things, makes 
appear; becauſe 'tis known to be ex- 
tant in that Book. 8 
The Apocalypſe, or Revelation, re- O A- 
mains, which has been always by com- FeeivEh, 
mon Conſent imputed to Joh the A- #4 . 
poſtle and Evangeliit, Many have. ,,; 
doubted it notwithſtanding: But // &. 
tin, who liv'd near the Time when it da, 
was writ, quotes it as the Work ot 
the fame John, and as Euſebius plain- 
ly teſtifies, aſcribes it to him. And 
Irenæus, who flouriſh'd but a little 
while after Juſtin, and who likewile, 
as he himſelf affirms, was in being at 
the Time almoſt when the Viſion we 
ſpeak of happen'd to that Writer, not 
only expreſly aſſerts, that it was the 
Writing of that Apoltle (which Eu- 
ſebius witneſſes by citing the very 
Words of Jreuæus) but withal plainly 
ſays, that it was confirm'd by the Teſ- 
timony of thoſe who perſonally knew 
F 3 John. 


on 
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John. Wherefore it ſeems not agree. 
able to Reaſon, for ſome {mall or even 


great Diſſimilitude of Stile us'd in the 


other Writi:zs of the ſame John, be- 
ing of a quite different Nature or Sub- 


ject (which perhaps of all Arguments 


brought to prove that Writing to be 
his, is the moſt prevalent:) I fay, 
it 1s not therefore conſonant to Reaſon, 


for any one to queſtion its being his 


Work, cſpecially when there are ſo ma- 
ny other Teſtimonics and Conjectures 
for the ſounder Opinion; infomuch 
that thoſe very Men, who abſolutely 
denied this to be the Work of the a- 
toreſaid Apoſtle, and rejected it of old, 
were conſtrain'd to confeſs it written 
by ſuch a one as would have it be 


thought, that John really was its Au— 


thor, which may ſuffice for the Second 
Canſe of doubting, &c. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP III. 


The Third Canſe of doubting remov'd, 
and Reaſons aſſrgn'd to demon- 
ſtrate, that the Books of e NEW 
TESTAMENT dere never con- 
rupted nor deprav d. 

CoRRUPTIONS divided into cer- 

tam Kinds, from all which the 
Books of the NEW TESTAa- 
MENT Me eXempr. 


uin Dp REeasoxN why the 
FOE; Authority of any Book may 
Ha be queſtion'd, is this, if it be 
— evidear, or there be any jult 
Cauſe of Suſpicion the Book had been 
alter'd or deprav'd : Now here of ne- 
ceſſity it muſt be t obſerv'd, he- 
ther that Depravation be of the whole 
Hiſtory of the whole Dodrine, or of 

| F 4 ſome 
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ſome particular Places, whereby nei- 
ther Hiſtory nor Dodrine could be al- 
tered : For if it was of ſome Part only 
of the Hiſtory or Dofrine, or even of 
{ſome ol the fundamental Places of 
either, in which the Alteration was 
made, that would eaſily appear, for 
there would be ii Connexion or Agree- 
ment of thoſe Places with the reſt ; ſo 
that the Change cou'd not be hid, eſ- 
pecially in Doctrine. A manifeſt Re- 
pugnancy wou'd be apparent in that 
Book, or at leaſt very little Conſiſ- 
tence with it ſelf. But we have prov'd 
before, and are ready to prove further, 
there is no ſuch Repugnancy to be 
met with in the whole Book of the 


New TESTAMENT ; but every where 


a moſt wondertul Concord rather, and 
Harmony is found ; inſomuch, that 
this alone (eſpecially if it be well con- 
{lider'd how many Writers and various 
Writings are contain'd therein) is 
enough to render it worthy of the 
greateſt Faith to any judicious Perſon ; 
therefore in ſuch particular Parts or 
Places, there can be no Corruption. 
| TK Now 
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Now it's impoſſible a Depravation 
ſhould be made in the whole Doctrine 
or Hiſtory, if what has been ſaid be- 
fore remains firm, namely, that thoſe 
Writings were truly theirs to whom 
they are attributed; otherwiſe they 
wou'd not be theirs, but the Writings 
of others, by whom the whole ſtory 
and Dofrine wou'd have been cor- 
rupted ; but if the Depravation be of 
ſome particular Paſſages, whereby ei- 
ther cou'd be chang'd, of what 
Moment or Efficacy is this to 
bar the giving Credit to all the reſt 
that is of Weight and Conſequence ? 
For if it be faid, that from any Depra- 
vations made in ſmaller Matters, it 
may be juſtly tear'd the ſame may hap- 
pen in greater : I anſwer, that here it 
is taken for granted, this neither did, 
nor ever cou'd fall out in Things of 
conſiderable Moment, for a Reaſon be- 
tore given. 


* 
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It cannot be prov'd by Teſtimonies of 


Credit, that the Books of the NE w 


TESTAMENT have been cor- 


7 ted. 


UT let us ſee further what 
| Proofs and Conjectures there may 
be of Depravation, either in whole or 


in part of the Writings of the N.]. 


TESTAMENT. As to Proofs, they 
mult either come from the Teſtimo- 


nies of Men worthy of Credit, or from 


{olid Reaſons; but no ſuch Teſtimo- 


nies can be produc'd, in the leaſt, to 


be believ'd: Nay, the great Eſtcem 
and Veneration of theſe Writings, a- 
mong Chriſtians of any Account in the 
molt ancient Times, evidently diſco- 
ver they did not believe them to be 
deprav'd in any Reſpect. Others of 
the contrary Opinion of Merit to be 
rely'd on, are no where to be found ; 
for if they are not Chriſtians, they 


might poſſibly raiſe groundleſs Cavils 


and Objections, out of ill Affection or 
| Igno- 


n r 8 r 
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Ignorance, to invalidate the Truth of 
the Chriſtian Religion, which in this 
Chapter of our Queſtion, we take for 
granted to be unqueſtionable : But if 
they are Chriſtiaus of little or no Note 
nor Authority, of what Importance 
can their Teſtimony be? by 


Neither can it be prov'd by 9 


Reaſons. 


OLID Reaſons moreover of ſut- 
ficient Validity to prove this Cor- 
ruption and Depravation, I can ice 


none; for if any will attempt by Ar- 
guments to collect it out of Things 


manifeſtly falſe, repugnant, or incohe- 
rent to be read in the New TEST“ 


MENT, it has been faid already, that 


no ſuch Thing is to be found there, or 
ſuch as is of no Conſequence; and 
therefore unfit to create even a Suſpici- 
on of any Corruption truly ſo call'd, 
and which really depraves either Doc: 
trime or Hiſtory. 
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Of the Je Tf ſome perhaps be for proving it 


of various 


Keadings, from various Readings, J anſwer, that 


although of neceſſity one Neadiug 
muſt be true, the reſt falle; yet it 
cannot therefore be ſaid thoſe Wri- 
tings are deprav'd in their Sub- 
{tance : Nay, on the contrary, it may 
be ſafely affirm'd, they have been very 
diligently and faithfully preſerv'd. For 
no Writing is extant, which by length 
of Days, and various incidental Cau- 
ſes one Way or other, is not alter'd in 
a Syllable or a Letter in many Re- 
ſpects: Wherefore, among Books of 
Antiquity, #hat ſhou'd be thought lets 
deprav'd, of which there are various 
Readings 3 it being very likely, that in 
all thoſe Places Time ſhall have alter'd, 
the true Remains even amongſt the va- 
rious Readings, which a prudent Per- 
fon, by the Guidance of Reaſon, and 
Collation of other like Paſſages, may, 
without much difficulty diſcover and 
embrace. But that is to be taken as more 
corrupt, of which there is no various 
Reading at all: I ſpeak of Writings that F 
have fallen into ſeveral Hands, and F 
where- F 


5 
| 
; 
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whereof there muſt by conſequence be 
many Copies, of which Kind, above 
all other, are perhaps the Books of the 
New TESTAMENT. For how many 
ancient Books have we, of whoſe true 
Meaning in numberleſs Places we 
ſhou'd not probably doubt as we now 


do, it their various Readings had 


come to our Notice: Nor wou'd 
there be any Need to perplex ourſelves 
too much to find how this or that Paſ- 
ſage ought to be read, when it clearly 
may appear to be impoſſible it ſhould 
be there written, as it is now common- 
ly ſeen. 


That the Books of the NEw Tt s- 
TAMENT have been corrupicd, 
25 not to be cvinc d by any pro- 
bable Conjecture. 


A 5 to Conjectures concerning the 
Depravation of the Books we 
ſpeak of, if it ſhall be ſaid that in the 


Space of many Ages, in which ſo ma- 
ny Copies were taken, they might be 


alter'd : 
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Chriſtian Religion, by whom Wor 
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alter'd : This indeed I will not direct. 
ly deny ; but at the ſame time muſt 
affirm, that ſome Signs or Marks of 
that Alteration may appear from vari- 


ous Readings, enough to ſhew what 


and where it is. If any ſhall alledge it 
is very likely too, that thoſe who a- 
mong the reſt obtain'd the higheſt 
Principalities in the Chriſtian Religi- 
on throughout the World, whole De- 
ciſions prevaiPd even in all Matters Ec- 
cleſiaſtical for ſo many Ages in which 
they reign'd, might in many Places 
corrupt, or very much alter the Books 
of that Religion, by accommodating the 


Words of them to their own Purpoſe: ' 
I anſwer as before, and do not deny, 


that it is very probable they might at- 
tempt as much, or ſometimes think to 
effect it: But then I add, that ſo great 
a Number of Copies diſpers'd in al- 
molt all Parts of the Univerſe in vari- 
rious Languages; ſo many Doctors 
likewiſe, who in early Times publiſh'd 
either Explanations or Commentaries 
on them, or writ Things relating to the 
ds 
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is this, which ought to be look'd upon 
as more than probable, namely, that 
Os _ God, 
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or Sentences are fo very frequently ci- | | 

ted out of theſe Writings, would not Wi! 

permit that. Of which a manifeſt In- __ "_ 
dication may be this, vg. that there al 
is no Opinion among the ſeveral Sects | 
ol Chriſtians, which produced Diſputes 9 
of old, for a long time, that may not, 0 
from the ſame Books which they ap- pl 
prove as preſerv'd by themſelves, be 
taken and diſputed as before; and that "0 n 
People innumerable glory at this Day i Þj 
to have detected, as they ſay, out of 1 
| thoſe Writings the Tyranny and Falſi- 09 
ty of numberleſs Opinions, impos'd and =. 
| received among them, by whom they "7% 
have been hitherto chiefly kept by thoſe 1 
who are ſubject to the Church of ai 
Nome. 175 1 
Although moreover both. againſt 7rd 1 
| . . | from the 1 
this, or any Conjectures that can be rden 1 
brought to prove any Corruption of 2 1 
theſe Books, there is a certain other B of Iv 
Conjecture, of far more weight, to op. og il 1 
poſe them with, and at once ſufficient ment were 1 
to deſtroy and ſubvert them all. It — 1 bp 
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God, whoſe Goodneſs, Power and 
Providence 1s infinite, would not per- 
mit thoſe Writings to be deprav'd by 
impious Hands, that contain the Know- 
ledge of himſelf, of his Will and our 
Salvation, which he has imparted to 
Mankind in all Times ſince the World 
began, and by the truly pious always 
receiv'd as ſuch, that is, as Holy Seri. 
Ptures, wherein that Knowledge of the 
divine Will is explain'd. I fay, it is 
not likely God ſhould permit thoſe 
Scriptures, to be corrupted by the im. 
Again? pious. Whoever ſhall deny this to be 
. moſt probable, muſt of neceſſity deny 
either the Truth of the Chriſtian 
Religion againſt what is here ta- 
ken for granted, or that the Books of 
the NEw TESTAMENT were in fact 
written by thoſe, who are, and always 
have been eſteem'd the Writers of them, 
which is now ſufficiently prov'd, and 
even againſt what in this Diſputation 
concerning any Depravation of thoſe 
Writings, is now to be thought firm 
and eſtabliſh'd. Wherefore without 
multiplying Words about this Third 
| Cauſe, 


PO i. a. at. wid. A. odd 9 To 2 
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Cauſe or Pretence of Doubt, we may 


take Leave to proceed; eſpecially ſince 
we muſt ſpeak of it again when we 
treat ſeparately of the OLD TESTA“ 
MENT, where will be added what may 
have been omitted here. 
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CHAR Iv 


The Fourth and Laſt Cauſe of 
Doubt remov'd, by fhewing that 
no Chriſtian ever queſtion d the 
Aut borit) of the Books of the 
NEw TESTAMENT. 


N Evil f HE Fourth and Laſt Cauſe 


5 V, 5 - . 
Ine of WATT Wal of Doubt remains, which we 
ſuch Doubt J 4 | a l 6 
among” S993) will briefly diſpatch. Foraſ- 


Chriſtians. 
riſtians much as there are NO Teſti- 


monies extant of Men worthy of 
Credit in this Matter, I know of, 
that Faith is not to be given to the 
| Writings of the NEW TESTAMENT, al- 
| though the Chriſtian Religion be true; 
| and indeed, if it cou'd plainly appear 
from authentick Hiſtories, that any of 
the ancient Chriſtians, whole Sanctity 
as well as Intelligence therein, were 
very well known, had but barely de- 
clar'd 
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clar'd (even without aſſigning any Rea- | 
{on) that thoſe Writings were not wor- 
thy of Credit ; that alone would have 
been ſufficient to deprive them of uni- 
verſal Faith, or to render it very du- 1 
bious, and to be ſuſpected at leaſt. 
But as it has been now aſſerted this 
was never yet prov'd from Hiſtory, 
neither could any ſuch Thing come to 
our Knowledge, ſince there never was | 
an Inſtance of a true Chriſtian, com- 1 
| monly ſo eſteem'd, who queftion'd the 4 
Authority of thoſe Writings in gene- 1 
ral, much leſs affirm'd, that in things 1 
ſacred, or belonging to Chriſtianity, 4 
we are not to confide in, and adhere 
to the holy Scriptures, as the Arbitra- 
tors of our Religion; I ſpeak of ſuch. 
as were always reputed true CHiſtians, 
to exclude ſome that are ſo in Name 
only; but Jews in the main, who of 1,ſwer be 
old, if they did not rejeCt all, yet dif- x oa 
claim d the principal Writings, and ef : an 
pecially St. Paul's Epiſtles. Such hereto- _ 
fore were almoſt all the Ebionites, who 
obſtinately adhered to the Law of Mo- 
ſes, as the only Way to Salvation ; 
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for which Reaſon they not only deſ- 
pis?d, but abſolutely curs'd Pu, ſtil'd 
him an Apoſtate from the Law, as 
having ſhew'd little or no Veneration 
to it. At the ſame time, as has been 


before obſerv'd, they deny'd not in the 


leaſt that thoſe Epiſtles were writ by 
Paul, according to the vulgar Accep- 
tation; but their being ſo well known 
to be his, was the Motive for their 
molt obſtinately condemning them. 
And thoſe Heretichs, as they are moſt 
ignorant of the Chriſtian Religion by 
a Hebrew Name, were theretore call'd 
Ebionim, that is, Poor, as to Iutelli- 
gence of Things ſacred So for the 
ſame Cauſe, they were wont to reject 
almoſt all the NEW TESTAMENT, ex- 
cept the Goſpel according to the He- 
brews, or Nagarenes, and ſome took 
even that to be ſpurious. They had 
no better Opinion of JESus CHRIST, 


than of any other commonly receiv'd 


Prophet; moſt of them thought him 
to be no more than a mere Man, the 


Son of Jaſeph and Mary, after the 
common Courſe of Natural Generati- 


on; 


ccc 
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on; and that his Office was only pro- 
phetical, temporal, and earthly ; but 


not royal and prieſtly, not eternal and 


heavenly; or they look'd on him as 
one they believ'd to be ſent of God into 
the World, only to explain the Moſarck 
Law more clearly and perfectly of them. 
Irenæus, in his firſt Book againſt 
Heretichs, Chapter 26; and Euſebius, 
in his third Book of Eccleſraſiical Hi fg 
tory, Chapter 27, have written. Not 


unlike theſe were their genuine Oft- 


ſpring the Helcheſaites, of whom Eu- Concern 
ſebius ſpeaks in his ſixth Book, Chap- Hale 
ter 22; who by a perverſe Zeal for the ſaites. 
Law of Moſes, repudiated the great- 
eſt Part of the NEW TESTAMENT, 
and eſpecially all the Epiſtles of Paul. 
The fame almoſt may be ſaid of ſome 


Valentiniaus and other Gnoſticks, as 


Irenæus, Epiphanitus, and the Ancicnts 
deſcribe them; ſo that there is no need 
of adding any ſpecial Anſwer here. 
The ſame befel theſe, in prepoſte- 
rouſly examining the Books of the 
New TESTAMENT, as afterwards hap- 
pen'd to the Manichees, in the ill Opi- 
_ OE nion 
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nion they conceiv'd of the Or.v. For 
as the Manichees, when they would 
not or could not rightly underſtand the 
Uſe of the Orp Law, and the true 
Difference between the OLD and New 
TESTAMENT; and nevertheleſs were 
for having the Doctrine peculiar to the 
NEw to be wholly embrac'd, as the 
only means of Salvation; from that 
Ignorance they took Occaſion to reject 
all the OLD TESTAMENT at once, as 
deriv'd from an evil God, and not from 


the Father of our Lord JEsus CHRIST. 


So likewiſe the foremention'd took a 
Handle to condemn moſt of the Wri- 


_ tings of the NEw TESTAMENT, and 


Concluſion, | 


eſpecially thoſe which contain the very 
Soul, if I may ſo fay, of the Evange- 
lick Doctrine, as do St. Paul's Epiſtles 
above all the reſt. 

Thoſe falſe and counterfeit Chriſti- 


ans therefore excepted, who had no- 
thing which in reality appertain'd to 
that Religion but the Title and Name 
they uſurp'd, we find none of old, that 
were commonly reputed Chriſtians, 
and embraced the Subſtance of Chriſti- 
aanity, 


HoLY SCRIPTURE. 


anity, who ever doubted of moſt, or 
of the chief Books of the NEW T Es- 
TAMENT. And ſo much may ſuffice 
for this laſt Cauſe, for we have ſpoke 


of it before in the Second Chapter, 
where we have ſhew'd, that the com- 


mon Conſent of ancient Chriſtians, in 
receiving the principal Scriptures of 
the NEW TESTAMENT, might be a- 
bundantly prov'd from Juſtin, Jrenæ- 
as, Clemens Alexandrinus, and eſ- 
pecially Euſebius; and therefore we 
now proceed to ſomewhat elſe. 
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CGH ALY; 
All Cauſes of doubting the Books 


of the OLD TESTAMENT 
remov'd, chiefly the Third con- 


cerning C orruplion. 


The old P II H ERTO we ſeem to 
ment f, n idently demonſt 
ment ſ«f- 1 Rl ave CvVl ente Emontra- 
ficrently 1a ted, that allowing the Chriſ- 
Confirin'd ' 


by be tian Religion to be true, 
there is no Reaſon to queſtion the Au- 

thority of the Book call'd the New 

TESTAMENT: And from hence, as we 

ſaid at the Beginning, it neceſſarily 

follows, that it 1s not reaſonable any 

ſhould ſuſpect the Authority of the 

OLD, ſince that is manifeſtly confirm'd 

by the NEw. For in this Place, we 

acknowledge no Writings to belong to 
the former; but thoſe that in the time 
of Chriſt and his Apoſtles, were held 
to 
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to be ſacred among the 7ews, and o- 
penly taken, and confeſs'd to be wor- 
thy of Faith, approv'd and receiv'd as 
ſuch by modern Jews, and have uni- 
verſally obtain'd indiſputable Credit 
and Authority with all Chriſtians. . The 
Books by many call'd 4pocryphat, that 
is, dubious, we ſtrike out of the Liſt. 
Wherefore we have no need here 1/, 20. 
to fay any thing, either of the z7wo ef qr 
former, or of the fourth of thoſe Cau- futcd. 
ſes of Doubting, whereby any one 
may be induc'd to with-hold Aſ- 
ſent from any Book whatſoever, which 

in ſpeaking of the NE]W TESTAMENT 

we have examin'd: Since none of thoſe 
three Cauſes of Doubt, for a Reaſon 
already aſſign'd, can affect the OLp 
TESTAMENT, if the New be confeſs'd 

to be of certain and unqueſtionable 
Authority. Of the ird Cauſe only 

we ſhall ay ſomewhat, which on ſome 
particular Accounts deſerves to be 
conſigered here. 1 


Anſwer 
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Anſewer to ſome Objections agarnſi 
MosEs and his Writings. 


UT firſt it ſeems requiſite to 

ſpeak of Mosks himſelf, the Wri- 
ter of the principal Books of the Oro 
TESTAMENT, wherein are contain'd 
the Fundamentals, not only of all the 
reſt of the Books, but likewiſe, if I 
may ſo ſpeak, of all divine Religion, as 
well Jewiſh as Chriſtian. I have heard 
it ſaid more than once, that ſome Per- 
{ons of Learning object againſt thoſe 
Books aſcrib'd to Mosks, that Things 
are there mention'd, which happen'd 


long before he was born who is affirm- 


ed to write them: So that he could 
not relate them of his own Knowledge, 
and, as he ſeems to do, aſſert them as 


unqueſtionably true; and therefore, 
ſay they, there is no good Reaſon to 


rely on his Word. This Ovgettion, as 
we ſhall ſoon ſhew, though it has 


ſome Colour, has no Strength ; nor by 
any Conſequence, if throughly ex- 


amin d. 
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| :min'd. It muſt be obſerv'd, fr, 


therefore, that it is taken from the 

great Diſtance of Time that paſs'd be- 

tween the Writer, and what he writes 
to have been done. To this we ſay 
in general, that (excluding the ſin— 

gular Qualifications of Mosks) it 
may indeed be of Validity, to hin- 
der the giving indubitable Faith to 

him; but is not of ſufficient Weight 

to cauſe all he writes to be disbeliev'd, 
If ſo, how many celebrated Hiſtorians 
| muſt be utterly rejected, who give an 
Account of Things of Antiquity, 
| very remote from their own Times? 
| Nevertheleſs, they are not only be- 
liev'd, but generally had in great 
| Eſteem ; ſuch as Thucydides, Livy, 
Plutarch, and many others. I men» 
tion this, to the end that although 
| here the Queſtion ſeems to be con- 
| cerning full and abſolute Faith on- 
| ly; yet, as will be ſhew'd more at 
large hereafter, it will be very much 
to our Purpoſe to know, whether the 
| fame Credit at leaſt ought, or may be 


given to thoſe He ftories we now treat 
of, 
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Second 
Anſwer. 
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of, as is commonly given to many o- 


ther, of which we have no Certainty, 
For ſuch Faith may lead and be an In- 
troduction to that which is more per- 
fect and compicat ; as in all Science we 
improve gradually. From hence, I ſay 
then, if Moſes liv'd in an Age very 
diſtant from that, when many of the 
Events he relates came to paſs; this 
ought not in the leaſt, to detraQt 


from the Faith due to his Wri- 


Dilemma 
to evince 

that Mo- 
ſes wrote 

nothin 


but Iruth, 


tings. For either we will allow him | 


to have been ſuch a Man to whom 
Credit might be given in Things he 
ſays were done in his own Times, and 
which he perfectly knew to be true, 
and how they ſtood; or we will not 
allow him to have been ſuch : If we | 
will not, 'tis then in vain to inſiſt on 
the great Interval between certain Facts 


he writ, and the Age he afterwards li- 
ved in; as if we would inſinuate, that 


in Matters which were but a little 
while before him, or happen'd in his 
Days, he may or ought to be believ'd, 


No in this Objection it ſhould be 
plainly expreſs'd, we are not to be- 


lie ve 
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lieve him in the leaſt, either in that he 
ſays befell himſelf, or in thoſe Inci— 
dents where he affirms he was preſent ; 
nor indeed in any thing elſe. Bur it 
we grant him to have been a Perſon to 
whom Faith is due, at leaſt in Mat- 
ters he could not by any means be de- 
ceiv'd; and think him to be no way 
notoriouſly given to lying, we muſt be 
obliged to acknowledge and confeſs, 
that all he wrote is moſt certainly true, 
however diſtant from his Times; and 
eſpecially what ſeems to be leſs likely 
or probable to be known by him, 
namely, that this viſible World was, 
and how it was, created of God; and 
many other Paſſages of like nature, 
which he recorded. 
For the fame Moſes aſſerts, and that 5 12 
conſtantly of himſelf (in which he 5 3 
could not ſpeak falſely) that he was in 4: 
ſo high a degree of Eſteem with God, 
ſo belov'd by him, even to his Death, 
and, as he ſays, converſant and famili- 
ar with him, that this could not be fo, 
without its being true no leſs, that he 
might not only know thoſe Things, 


which 
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which for a long ſpace of Time were 


diſtant from his Age; eſpecially thoſe 


which properly appertain'd to God; 
but likewiſe that he knew, by Divine 
Revelation, that they were as he re- 


lates them. Otherwiſe a wicked Man, 


unworthy to live, was moſt. beloy'd 


by and intimate with God, a Man who 


had the Boldneſs to affirm ſuch Things 
in Writing, not only of others, but 
even of God himſelf and his divine 
Operations ; which he was wholly ig- 
norant of, and thereby contriv'd moſt 


groſsly to deceive and impoſe upon the 


World. 


The Third Cauſe of Doubt concern- 


ing the Books of the OLD TE/ 
STAMENT confuted. 


Say then, that the Authority of the 
OLD TESTAMENT cannot be juſt- 


ly queſtion'd, unleſs any one ſhall a- 


ver that from the Time of the Writing 
of the New, the Orp was in many 


Places corrupted and deprav'd; which 


Cor- 
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| Corruptions, ſince we cannot plainly 
diſcover, it is no more than reaſonable 
to doubt every Article of that Book; 
but who can truly and certainly prove 
this? Moreover, to ſpeak not only of 
Certainty, but Suſpicion alſo. Either 
that Depravation muſt come to paſs ac- 
cidentally, or by deſign, by one or other 
of theſe it muſt be, as every one will 
readily confeſs. If by accident, what 
Book is there to which the ſame might 
not happen? Wherefore, if we are to 
ſuſpect every thing we now read in the 
Orp TESTAMENT, as different from 
what Was originally writ there, we 
ought to have the ſame Diſtruſt of all 
the Books in the World; and conſe- 
| quently as to ſtory, tis to no purpoſe 
to read any thing whatever. Now 
| who does not know, that Depravations 


of Books, which are to be aſcrib'd to 


Accident, beſides their being of leſſer 
moment, are for the moſt part ſuch, as 


carry ſome Marks of thoſe Depravations 


in them; and thoſe ſuſpicious Places, 
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The Books 
of the Old 
Teſta- 
ment N 
corrupted 
by Acci- 
dent. 


Men of any Judgment may perfectly 
diſcover from ſuch Paſſages, where no 


Depra- 
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Which Paſſages notwithſtanding may | 


they crucified, and fulfill'd the Prophe. 


the Ord muſt be receiv'd with it; 


But it ſeems not likely, that they Þ 


to be heeded, ſince it is now laid down F 
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Depravation could accidentally happen. 
Of which we have ſaid enough in the Oh. 
jections concerning various Reading. 
But if rhat Depra vation was effected 
by Deſign, the Jews muſt of neceſlity 
be charged with it; foraſmuch as they 
were no leſs than the perpetual De- 
poſitories, and Keepers of that Bock. 


ſhould attempt to alter or pervert any Þ 
thing in it, except in particular Places 
that ſpake of the MESSIAH to come: 


be eaſily underſtood to refer to JEsus F 
of NAZARETH, there foretold whom 


cies in ſo doing; or in Places which 
{ome way or other might condemn F 
themſelves, and expoſe their Obſtinacy; F 
which Depravation is not in the leaſt 


here for granted, that the New T- 
STAMENT Cannot be receiv'd, but 


wherein is moſt clearly contain'd, what 
ever relates to the Knowledge of 7e- 
ſus of Nazareth promis'd and fore- 

| 1 told 
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told by the Prophets, together with all 
that is requiſite to demonſtrate his Ex- 


cellence and Glory, and the Perverſe- 


neſs and Obſtinacy of the Jews. 


The Corruption of the OLD T#- 
STAMENT, of any, cannot iu 
the leaſt prejudice the Chriſtian 
Religion. 


\ ND laſtly, this is to be conſider- 
ed (let who will diſpute it) if 

the NEW TESTAMENT be receiv'd, 
no Corruption of the OLD cau be of 
any moment to prejudice our Religion 
in the whole; ſince nothing but what is 
of ſmall account, could be in the Op 
TESTAMENT, Which 1s not to be 
found alſo in the NEW: Neither is 
any thing in that to be embraced now, 
which agrees not with what is writ- 
ten in this. So that the Reading of 


the OLD TESTAMENT is, for many 


Reaſons uſeful to thoſe who receive the 


NEW; I mean the Profeſſors of the 


Chriſtian Religion; but not altoge- 
H ther- 
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ther, nor abſolutely neceſſary in point 
of Salvation. This we would have 
underſtood; to give an Anſwer to 


them (if there be any ſuch) who per- 


haps, to leſſen the Authority of the 
Orp TESTAMENT, and ſhew, that in 
time paſt thoſe Writings were depra- 
ved, will be ready to alledge, that ma- 
ny Things occur there, which no way 
agree with ſome Paſſages, to be found 
in the NEW; altho' thoſe Paſſages in 
their Time were true and ſacred; but 
afterwards did in ſome meaſure change 
their ancient Quality when the TE— 
STAMENT was changed (as the very 
Names NE and Orp import) that 
is, the very Covenant itſelf which God 
made with his People. From whence 
we mult now at length conclude, that 
they who believe the Chriſizan Re- 
ligion, cannot reaſonably diitruſt the 
Truth of the OLD TESTAMENT. 
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CHA EF Vi; 

The principal Qucſtion demonſtrated, 
eſpecially to JEWS, MAHOME- 
TANS and PAGANS, and all 
who do not belicve the Chriſtian 
Religion; and yet believe ſome 


SEAN 


Religion truc. Where the Ex- 


celllency of Chriſtianity is ſhewn 
by proper Arguments. 


Tg. wee as we think, ſuffici- 
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Cauſe for any one's queſtio- 
ning the Authority of the 


Books of the OLD and New TSTA- 


MENT, if the Religion of 7% of Na- 
Sareth, who is called Chriſt, be allow- 
ed to be true, We proceed now to 
enquire how the Authority of thoſe 
Books may be prov'd to one, who 


H 2 doubts 
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Diſtinqti- 


cr: of thiſe 


wh. aye 
23! Chriſ- 
f14aNs, 
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doubts whether that Religion be true, 
or even believes it to be utterly falſe. 
And altho' it be not uſual to diſpute 
on a Thing of this nature, on theſe 
Conditions; ſince it ſeems to be fruit- 
lets to endeavour to periuade any Man, 
that Faith is to be annex'd to Books 
concerning Religion, of the Truth of 
which there is no Certainty ; yet we 
will briefly offer ſomewhat that we 
think may be ſaid here to good ef- 
fect. 

To which end it is neceſſary, firſt of 
all, to make a clear DiſtinQion between 
thoſe we have to do with: For either 
they, who doubt the 'Truth of the Re- 
ligion of Jeſus Chriſt, or take it to be 
utterly falſe, believe there is, or may 
be, ſome true Religion; as do Jeus, 
Mahemetans, and Pagan Idolaters at 
this day, or they do not believe ſo; 
but rather, on the contrary, take all 
Religions, which are or may be, to 
be falſe; and therefore plainly deny 


he Being of a God, or at leaſt will 


not acknowledge that Men are guided 
and govern'd by his particular Care, 
| and 
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and good Providence; and hereby dif. 
own he is to be worſhip'd by an; ;Le- 
ligion, as Atheiſts, Fpirurcans, Li- 
bertnes, and ſuch like. 


A Way of dealing with % theſe. 


General Method of convineing 

k theſe, that Faith is abloiurely 
to be given to the foren.ention'd 
Books, may be, to demonſtrate che 
Truth of the Chriſtian Religion. For 
it has been already ſhew'd, that 1* this 
be prov'd, there remains no Reaton 
why the former ought not to be done. 
Now though this be a Thing of ſuch 
Nature that requires a long Diſputa- 
tion, and a larger Volume ; yet as tar 
as our Intention of being as ſuccinct ag 


poſſible ſhall permit, we will endea- 


vour to ſay ſomewhat to this Argu- 
ment which may not be impertinent, 
and with reſpect to all theſe Kinds of 
Men who are Strangers to Chriſt, as 
we have now diſtinguiſh'd them. 
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A proper Manner of arguing with 
thoſe who aumut, if not the 
Chu iſbian, Her ſome other Rcligi- 
on; that 1s, who bidicve a God 
and his Providence. 


S to him therefore who believes 
there is, or may be, ſome true 
| Religion, I cannot indeed ſee, if he be 
a Man of ſound Judgment, how he 
can avoid diſcovering, clearly, that the 
| Chriſtian Religion not only excells all 
| other, but has in it likewiſe whatever 
a can be deſir'd in any true Religion; 
inſomuch, that either his alone muſt 
| be true, or no Religion 1s or can be, 
(i but what is falſe: Of which, by Di- 
1 vine Permiſſion, more ſhall be occaſi- 
1 onally ſaid hereafter. But ſome- body 
9 Anſwer lo: 
F Objefliec- will ask, How would you have me ca- 
rag 6 al pable of making any Judgment of the 
fend of Chriſtian Religion, who know not 
Cariftans. hat that Religion is, by reaſon of 
ſo many, ſo various, and even contrary 
. . =, Cſs 


HOLY SCRIPTURE. 


Opinions, which were of old, and are 
now, concerning a multitude of Things 
thereunto belonging, and that too, 
among Men of the greateſt Learning, 
and no leſs Fame and Reputation for 


Sanctity? This is a common Objection 


of Jeu, Turks, and other Infidels. 


The Truth of the Chriſtian Religion 
prov'd by concluſive Arguments. 


O thoſe ſo many various, and 

even contrary Opinions, I an- 
{wer ; That they cannot prejudice nor 
invalidate the Truth of the main Part 
of the CHRISTIAN RELIGION, which, 
without doubt, is that wherein all 
who profeſs it, ſeem to agree; namely, 
the Holy Precepts it preſcribes, and 
thoſe moſt admirable Promiſes, worthy 
of God, contain'd therein. In which 
two Articles, as its eſſential Parts, all 


Religion chiefly conſiſts, as is well 


known. 


H 4 
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holy Pre- 
cepts. 


2. From 
the Pr mi- 
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What other Religion ever was, or 
can be, in which ſo great, not to ſay 
greater Ianocence and Integrity of 
Lite, or truer Probity was requir'd ? 
What Ae/gion ſo perfectly free from 
all Superſtition, or the leaſt ridiculous 
Pageantry, as that Worſhip, which 
all who truly profeſs themſelves Chrif- 
tians, acknowledge to be recommend- 
ed to them in their Religian? Or ra- 
ther, what other Religion, whoſe Pre- 
cepts and Rules of Life, if compar'd 
with ours, are not like a faint glim- 
mering Light, oppos'd to the Noon- 
day Sun? A very few Inſtances would 
make this evident. 

Touching the Promiſes: Who ſees 
not, that nothing more ſublime, no- 
thing more divine can be even imagin- 
ed, than thoſe the Author of Chriſtia- 
nity propoſes to them who will ſeriouſ- 
ly embrace and practiſe his Precepts 
for the moſt excellent tranſcendent Re- 
wards both of the preſent and of a fu. 
ture Life ; particularly divine Adop- 
tion, Inheritance of Heaven, everlaſt- 
ing and unſpeakable Felicity with God. 
the 
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the fame which the Author Jesvs 
CaHrisT himſelf has obtain'd, he moſt 
openly promis'd to them who would 
worſhip and obey him. 

Add to this, that his Manner of 3. From 
5 0 his mnt 
giving thoſe Precepts, and making 1, 
thoſe Promiſes, as all who call them- _—_. 

ſelves Chriſtians agree, was fo ſingular 4 
and perfect, that it raiſes the higheſt 
Admiration in all, who with ſome Di- 
ligence and Seriouſneſs conſider it; for 
he, who gave thoſe Precepts, firſt of all 
Men, manifeſtly and abſolutely fullfill'd 
what he preſs'd and enjoin'd others to 
do: So that he taught his Diſciples 
what they were to practiſe, no leſs by 
his own Example in the higheſt In- 
ſtances, than by his moſt powerful 
Words and Exhortations. And after 
he had walk'd viſibly to the Eyes of all 
Men in the fame way of Virtue and 
Sanctity he had explain'd to others, 
obtain'd the Happineſs to which he af- 
firmed it would conduct them, poſſeſ- 
fed the Promiſes he had fo often made, 
and was likewiſe inveſted with Power 
co 
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to confer them on his Followers as he 

had engag'd to do. 
; 2 What other Religion then can equal 
t 3 ours in theſe Reſpects, eſpecially in 
1 ag this laſt Part ? For what other is there 
'' Zewiſh, * wherein the Author and Founder pro- 
mis'd that he himſelf would give rhe 
Reward he propos'd to all them who 
= would oblerve his Precepts, or obtain- 
| ed the ſame himſelf; much leſs the 
Power of extending it to others? Mo- 
| fes promis'd that many Felicities would 
'F befal all the Keepers of the divine Law 
deliver'd by him; but of which, as far 
as appears, he himſelf ſhared the leaſt 
Part ; for during the whole Term of 
his Days, he was ſurrounded with 
Troubles ; and at the very Cloſe of his 
Lite, not allow'd to put his Foot on 
that Land which God gave for a per- 
petual Inheritance to the People he 
conducted thither, much leſs was he 
permitted to introduce them 1nto it to 
ſee the entire Succels, and reap the 
Fruit of his fo many and great La- 
bours: So that Moſes is not to be com- 


par 'd with Chriſt. 


Mahomet | 
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Mahomet likewiſe promis'd to them or bo We 
who would obſerve the Religion forg- A140 ow 
ed by him, Joys and great Pleaſures af. , K. 
ter this Life, of which there is nothing 
but a falſe Sign, as yet, of his obtain— 
ing the leaſt Part. For 'tis known, or 
at leaſt thought to be known at this 
Day where his Body lies deſtitute of 
Life and Senſe, and ſo has been for 
near a thoutand Years or more, We 
have lictle Reaſon to think better of 
other Religions. 

Furthermore, if any one ſhall ſay, 4uſm-rt 
allowing all to be true which I have _ won 
affirm'd of the Author of the Chriſti- 
an Religion, there will be an End of 
diſputing with Unbelievers : Since from 
thence it mult of neceſſity be conclu- 
ded, that this Religion is molt intalli- 
bly true; but ſome doubt theſe Things, 
or firmly believe them to be Fables and 
Fictions: I anſwer, as to what we 
are upon here, we need not enquire 
whether that which has been ſaid be 

true; it is enough that it has been 

| conſtantly aſſerted in the Chriſtian Re- 

ligion © 80 that let Chis Religion in it- 
ſelf 
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ſelf be compared with all other, and 
allowing whatever is affirm'd in them, 
it will be evident, that this far tranſ. 
cends them all; although whatever is 
averr'd in the Chri, oe Religion to 
have happen'd to its firſt Author, 
wants not proper Pr fe, nor ſuch 
Credentials as he who ſhall preſume to 


_ contradict, or to repreſent as Fables 
and Lies, mult betray a great deal of 


Weakneſs, and be guilty of extreme 
Temerity, as will be fully and parti- 
cularly made out hereaiter. 


The Cauſe that hinders the percei- 


ving of this Excellence in : paſſmg mo 
deiected. 


INCE therefore, if that only in 
the Chriſlian Religion be conſi— 
dered, wherein all who profeſs the 
ſame do, and always have agreed, con- 
ſtrain'd by the Force of Truth, it may 
be very eaſily underſtood how prefera- 


ble it is to all other Religions: What 


do you think would follow then, if 
: the 
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the Truth of all the principal Things 
zppertaining to it were fully known? 
Which are nevertheleſs known to ſome 
tew, who beyond meaſure admire the 
divine and wonderful OEconomy and 
| Wiſdom that ſhines in the whole and 
| every part thereof, and clearly ſee 
| whatever is wont to be, or may be 
urg'd againſt it, has no Ground, or 


ſuch as may moſt eaſily be confuted ; 


ſince moſt of that is objected; becauſe 


by an inveterate Error, ſome Things 


are falſely ſuppos'd and affirm'd, as 
molt authentick and neceſſary Doc- 


trines in this Religion, which from the 
Beginning knew nothing like ſuch 


Comments: And becauſe it is even 
yet in ſome meaſure unknown, how 
ſome of the moſt eſſential Points rela- 


ting to it are to be underſtood. Thoſe Another 


Work pro- 
miſed con- 
cerning 
this Argu- 
ment. 


of this moſt holy and moſt wiſe Reli- 


* ſhall, with the Divine Aſſiſtance, ſome 
time hereafter write of the Truth 


Errors I reſerve to explain, when I 


gion, where all the weightier Things 
| that can be urg'd againſt it ſhall be 
| anſwer'd, which either in whole or in 


part 
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part has been already attempted by o- 
ther Hands; but becauſe all the ſe— 
cret or myſtical Matters in it, were 
not rightly known to them, and they 
for that reaſon made many Conceſſions 
ro the common Adverſaries, which are 
falſely aſſerted in it for Truths: Hence 
it came, that they could not in the 
leaſt ſatisfy thoſe who were of acute 
Diſcernment and ſublime Parts. 


By reading only of the NE w TE- 
STAMENT, its Excellency may 


be ſufficiently under/! ood. 


T may therefore be cafily perceiv'd 
by any one of competent Judg- 
ment, even from that alone which has 
been always affirm'd of Chriſtianit), 
by thoſe who profeſs'd it, how much 


it is to be preferr'd before all other 


Inſtitutions of Religion, and that if 
there 1s, or can be, any true Religion 
on Earth, it mult be this. Beſides, 


ſince thoſe for the generality, who e- 


ver profeſs'd themſelves Chriſtians, al- 
tho” 
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tho* they held diflerent and repugnant 
| Opinions from each other, acknow 
ledged the Sum of their Religion to 
he contain'd in the Book, call'd the 
NEW TESTAMENT ; every one who 
doubts the Truth of it, may, and ought 
diligently and attentively to read that 
Book. And then truly, it he be not 
void of common Senſe, and has not 
through Prejudice reſolv'd what the 
Decrees and Ordinances of that Reli- 
gion {hall be, either in whole or in 
part, may without any other Aid ac- 
quire a molt clear Knowledge, if not 
of all, yet of moſt that relates to it; 
which will effectually ſerve to make 
him feel, if J may uſe that Expreſſion, 
with his own Hands, its Excellency 
and divine Truth above all other. 

It any ſhall object, that none can 
read the NEW TESTAMENT with an 
Intent clearly to know the Nature of Anſwer 1 
the Religion of Chriſtians, delivered OR 
by Zeſus of Nazareth ; ſince the Au- nng_ 
thority of that NEW TesSTAMENT it 8 


en: Know- 


elf is queſtion'd; I anſwer (and this % f 
our Reli- 


may be added to what has been ſaid gies. 
1 i 
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in former Chapters) of neceſſity all 
ſuch Arguing concerning the Authori- 
If ty of that Book, which can deſerve a 
i Place here, muſt either refer to the Hi- 
® flory of thoſe Things which came to 
# | paſs in that very Time (and in that 
1 very Part only, Which is in no wiſe 
| | commonly receiv'd as true by all, eſpe- 
1 cially the greateſt Enemies of 7eſas 
1 of Nazareth, and which, if receiv'd, 
(| might plainly demonſtrate his Iuſtitu. 
tion to be good, and worthy to be 
embrac'd) or ſuch Arguing mult relate 
6 | to the Promzſes and other Predictious 
of Things future, or to the Diſcove- 
ry of Things preſent or paſt; but on 
no account to the Doctrine of the 
whole, as conlider'd only Hiſtorically, 
For, who would not deſerve to be 
laugh'd at, who hearing Men of any 
Profeſſion affirm, that their Religion 
is contain'd in a certain Book, and that 
all, who ever receiv'd it, always 
thought ſo, ſhall ſay he believes no- 
thing leſs? What Perſon 1s there, for 
# inſtance, that has the Aſſurance to de- 
f . or ſay, he doubts whether the Re- 
ligion 
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ligion of the Fews, deliver'd by Mo- 
ſes, be contain'd in the OLD TesT a- 
MENT; or that of the Turks, and o- 
ther Mahometans, in the Alcoran or 
Corau of Mahomet 2 The fame muſt 
be concluded of Books of other Religi- 
ONS. 

Wherefore it ſeems to 55 very ſtrange 
and abſurd, that any ſhould be found, 
who knowing that the Book of the 
New TESTAMENT was always eſteem- 
ed by Chrittians, to comprchend the 
Sum of their Religion, ſhall notwith- 
ſtanding preſume to ſay he believes no 
ſuch Thing, or doubts it at leaſt ; nei- 
ther will own, that a diligent and at- 
tentive Peruſal of that Book, is enough 
to enable any to acquire certain Know- 
ledge of the Sum of what it contains; 
and that the Doctrine of Jeſus Coil. 
and his true Miniſters is compris 'd 
therein. Which alone is enough to ju- 
ſtify the Concluſion we have now 
made. This we were willing to ſpeak 
diſtinctly, in regard to them, who a- 
mong * Chriſtians confeſs indeed there 


* Namen ir. 
1 13 
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is nothing written in the New Tes- 
tament of the Inſtitution of Jeſus of 
Nazareth, which appertains not to it ; 
but inſiſt, that many Things were not 
recorded there, that belong to it as 
much as thoſe which are written. Of 
this more fully hereafter. 


The Truth of the Chriſtian Religion 
further prov'd, from proper Ctr - 


cumſtances. 


UT now, what have we to ſay 
of ſo many peculiar and proper 
Circumſtances of this Religion, that 
have been always deſervedly eſteem'd, 
as Matters of great moment, which 
many alſo have produced to prove its 
Truth? As appears by _Yy Writings 
of the Ancients. 
1. From Firſt, for that an n Com- 
the Coudli- | 
{im of pany of both Sexes, young and old, of 
cb; 959 all Orders and Conditions of Lite, moſt 
i. conſtantly teſtity'd its Truth, and were 
ready to ſign it with their Blood, from 
the firſt Begianing of it, by its Au- 
thor. 
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thor. Of whom the greater part had 
been before bred and educated in ſome 
other Religion, which for many Ages 
had been continued and preſerved by 
their Forefathers and great Anceſtors; 
and that either altogether different 
from Chriſtiauity, as were the Pagan 
Religions, or peculiar to ſuch who 
were always the greateſt Enemies to 
the Chriſtian Name, I mean, Jews. 
And this may paſs tor one Circum- 
ſtance. 58 
Afterward, in a very ſhort ſpace of 2. , 
time, ic made its Progreſs into Places dt Pr. 
very remote from that, where it was Gn 
firſt promulged. And altho', for lit- i 
tle leſs than three hundred Years, from - e 
its Riſe, it was not only hated every e- 
where, but likewiſe moſt barbarouſly 
inſulted and inhumanly puniſh'd in 
the Perſons who embraced it (having 
not yet obtain'd any Prince or Poten- 
tate, who openly and publickly pro- 
fels'd it) notwithſtanding all this, it 
encreas'd daily more and more, and 
| ſpread far and near over all Parts of 
the Earth; to a degree, that mult be 
1 2 molt 
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moſt wonderful to all who diligently 
conlider it. 
5 5 „ Thoſe who firſt publiſh'd it, after 
Hagia in its Author, were Men of the leaſt or 
Believers rather of no Authority and Eſteem 
among their Contemporaries, deſtitute 
of all human Power and Afliſtance : 
Such were they no leſs, who after them 
publickly preach'd it. Neither was 
there cver any one, till ſome Ages af— 
ter, by Threats, Fear, or on the con- 
trary by Promiſes drawn to profeſs it, 
by thoſe who adher'd to and followed 
it, or by any Hope, but only what it 
carries in itſelf. 
2 „„ © Moreover on the Appearance of this, 
tine other other Religions by degrees vaniſh'd and 
R519 dwindled to nothing, like Darkneſs at 
the Riſing of the Sun: So that in moſt 
of thoſe Places, where it was freely 
and publickly taught, in Proceſs of 
Time there ſcarcely remain'd any Foot- 
ſteps of the reſt, the Jewiſh excepted, 
which this did in ſome fort allow, and 
neceſſarily acknowledge to have been 
molt authentick and true for a long 
Tract of Years, and moſt acceptable to 
God, 
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God, by whom it was reveal'd of old 
to that People; but fo as to give place 
to the Chriitian Inſtitution in the Ful- 
neſs of Time. 

Theſe and ſome other like collateral 2 
Circumſtances of Chriſtianity, wholly ;;;; ons 
wanting to other Religions, ought to fr: 4 
be of competent Validity to evince 
the Truth of it, even to thoſe who be- 
lieve no Religion. But certainly ik 
there be any, who cannot from thence 
plainly diſcern, how much Chriitiani— 
ty is to be preterr'd before all other 
Religions, he may be ſaid to be de- 
fective in Underſtanding, or blinded 
by ſome Spirit of Obſtinacy, inveterate, 
ill Habits, or bad Education from his 
Infancy. As mult be ailtirai'd of the 
Jews of our Times. 

To theſe Circumſtances I ſhall add © 4 


lar „ Te 


ſomething greater than a Circumſtance, © 


or rather. a rational Inference from Jie. 
thence ; it is this: Since Religion is 
not a natural Thing (otherwiſe there 
would be no whole Nations quite deſ- 
titute of all Religion, as ſome in = 

ge have been diſcover'd to be; 
1 7 
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inſtance, in the Region of Braſil, as 
Writers of very good Credit teſtity, 
and as I have been particularly inform- 
ed and aſſur'd, by the conſtant Affir- 
mation of a Franciſcan Monk of P/ 
toria * one of thoſe Preachers who 
are commonly called Capuchius, a Man 
of honeſt Parentage, Wiidom, and 
Prudence, who had been in that Coun- 
try) I fay then, ſince Religion is not 
a natural Thing, but muſt be, if true, 
of divine Revelation, 'tis not only un- 
likely, but altogether impoſſible, that 
the true Religion, which God would 
have to be perpetual, and common to 
all Nations, ſhould not by his moſt 
certain and fingular Command and 
Aſſiſtance, be preach'd every where to 
Men of all States and Conditions, 
Now this cannot truly, nor with any 
Semblance of Truth, be ſaid of any 
other; but the CHriſtian Religion, 
which alone was preach'd to all Men 
at the ſame Time in various Parts of 
the Earth, without any Diſtinction or 


4 City of Tuſcany. 


Reſpect 
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Reſpect of Perſons, and that by many 
who affirm'd they were ſent, and moſt 
certainly and peculiarly appointed of 
God for that very End. 

Wherefore it muft be concluded, it 
any Religion in the World is never to 
ceaſe, and to extend to Men of all 
States and Conditions of Life, it is 
the Chriſtian : And for the fame Rea- 
ſon, if their be any true Religion, this 
is the trueſt of all; for ſuch without 
doubt it behov'd that finally to be, 
which God himſelf ſhould give to 
Mankind, to be obſerv'd throughout 
all Ages. Hence it ſeems an ealy Mat- 
ter to convince any Man not byaſs'd 
by Intereſt, Party, or {ome ſuch like 
Prejudice, but diſpos'd to hear Reaſon, 


that if any Religion | be true, it muſt 
be that of Jefas of Nazareth, who 


is call'd Chriſt: And conſequently all 


which has been argu'd above, may be 


molt clearly prov'd : For if any one 
mall deny thoſe Things to be true, 
which relating to Hiſtory we have laid 
down for granted in this Diſputation, 
he would be unworthy of an Anſwer ; 

SE oY inaſ- 
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ö | | inaſmuch, as thoſe who have ever been, 

1 and now are the greateſt Enemies of 
lf | Zeſus of Nazareth, and his Religion, 
by never had the Forehead to deny them, 
KK as being too manifeſt, and of which 
there always did, and do at this Day, 
| for the molt part, appear the cleareſt 
1% Indications, ſuch as preſent themſelves 
bl: even to the external Senſes: But ſome- 
what more of this hereafter. 


— — — 
* a > N — 
„ * — 


* 


WE \ 2 
4 -, 2 
— 5 4, 
— i 7 4 
4 
+ of . \ 
7 k " : * 
N A * 7 * 
. 172 
\ y — — 
by > % 
hy N = , 
| > 
0 \\ N 7 F 8 
. 


DT»: FE aw 


— ef © G 
2 * - —ͤ—k— — _ 


= LA, - . — . — — 
— PR . a 
= — — is 4 — — — — — 
.. Co rr ea re es he 
— — 


— 


HoLY SCRIPTURE. 


CHAP VI. 


Two Wi a ys of treating with Epicu- 
reans and Atheiſts, to prevail 
with them to achwondedse a God 
and a Providence, ad of conſe- 


quence to admit of ſome Religion. 


M here the Truth of the Cbriſtiau 
Religion 2s further aſſerted. 


Ea THERTO we have diſ- 
SH puted with thoſe who allow 
of ſome kind of Religion : 
But what Arguments {ſhall 
we uſe to demonſtrate the Truth of 
Chriſtianity to them, who abſolutely 
diſown all Religion? Certainly, if we 
are for keeping to the Method we pro. 
pos'd, it ſhould ſeem the readieſt Way 
to effect this, to conſtrain them to 
confeſs what we have ſaid they deny, 

and 
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the common Courſe of Nature; yet 
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and by found Reaſons induce them to 
acknowledge not only the Being of a 
God, or firſt Mover and Cauſe of all 
Things, endu'd, if I may ſo ſay, with 
formal Eſſence, and particularly, ol 
this viſible World ; but that there is a 
Divine Providence likewiſe, whereby 
God in a peculiar manner takes Care 
of, and inſpects Men and their Actions, 
and by theſe Means bring Unbelievers 
to grant ſome true Religion : For this 
being conteſs'd, we have already ſhew'd 
it muſt neceſſarily follow, that the Re. 
ligion of Jeſus of Nazareth is true, 
whether we look on the Subſtance or 
Circumſtances of it, of which we have 
given Inſtances enough above. 

Altho' we doubt not in the leaſt, 
that this Method, it rightly urg'd, 
might, without any great Pains 
prove effectual to convince them; 
eſpecially, if Arguments are taken not 
ſo much from Nature, and its neceſſary 
Productions, as from free and volun- 
tary Events, which have been, and 
daily are ſeen to come to paſs, out of 


ſince 
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ſince this would require a long Diſ- 
cuſſion, we haſten to the Point in Dif- 
pute, briefly to inform thoſe Unbelic- 
vers how much they are miſtaken : 
For, by a few and plain Suppoſitions, 
without any more 'Trouble, it may be 
made appear, that the Religion of 7e- 
ſus of Nazareth is moſt undoubtedly 
true. 

And firſt, we would 61 thoſe Men, 1. Spe- 
whether they'll own there ever was 602 con 
ſuch a Perſon as Jeſus of Nazareth, len and 
who publickly propos'd his Religion; NEO 
and made it his Buſineſs to perſuade 
Men to receive it, or did any way 
{peak of, or give Precepts or Promiſes 
concerning Religion. If they deny 
this, they may be convinc'd by mani- 
felt Signs and Effects: As for exam- 
ple, there were hitherto, and are now, 
innumerable Multitudes who did, and 
do profeſs the Religion of Jeſs of Na- 
Sareth, and who, from its very Be- 
ginning, laid down their Lives for his 
Sake; as all Hiſtory aſſures us, and as 
thoſe, who have been the moſt capital 
Enemies of this Religion, confeſs, name- 


ly 
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ly the ZFews. So that the firſt Suppo- 
ſition cannot in the leaſt be deny'd. 

If thoſe Perſons will grant me there 
was one 7eſhs of Nazareth who pro- 


„Ha felled to give Precepts of a certain Re- 


procured 


by the 
Fews, 


ligion, as indeed they are compell'd to 
allow; then I ask them, Whether they 
believe the ſame Jeſus, by the Procure- 
ment of the chief Men of the 7ewz:ſh 
Nation, was put to a ſhameful Death, 
as a ſeditious Perſon, who blaſphem'd 
God, and impos'd on the People? How 
they can diſown this likewiſe, I can- 
not lee, while 7hat very Nation is ſtill 


in being, who deny not that they pro- 


cur'd, and acted what I have now ſaid, 
alcho? it ſubjects them to Hatred and 


Contempt where-ever they are; and 


to other infinite Miſeries and Calami- 
ties no leſs : Not to mention that the 
perpetual and univerſal Conſent of the 
World, in the conſtant Opinion of the 
whole Truth of what we have affirm'd 
of Jeſus of Nazareth, is ſufficient to 
prove it, without other Conjectures or 
Schemes. | 
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Tf it had not been ſo, how came it to 3 
whom were many very wie and learn- 


ed, ſhould voluntarily abjure their an 
cient Religions, and renounce their 


Opinions imbib'd in their infancy, and m7. 
K CHhriſtians. 


which they were grown old in, 
whoſe Truth they had been thorough- 
ly perſuaded, and by ſo doing, expoſe 
themſelves to manitold Indignities, a 
thouſand Vexations, and evident Dan- 
gers; nay, what's more, to an unavoid- 
able, cruel, and ſcandalous Death, and 
all this to embrace a Religion, of which 


the Author was, by his own Nation, 


reputed a moſt wicked and villainous 


Impoſtor ? To captivate the Minds of 


Men fo far, of Neceflity, highly pro- 
bable, and powerful Arguments were 


requiſite, and ſuch as openly and unde- 


niably ſhew'd that he ſpake Truth. 
Which Arguments, when well examin— 
cd, will, without queſtion, be found 
wo be irrefragable, and deriv'd from 


firm, unſhaken, and no way fallacious 


Principles. For that from the Begin- 


ning of Chriſtianity, and then, more 


than 


Free T1 That 
paſs that ſo great a Number, among v body bes 
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than ever ſince, they were ſo prevalent 


and effectual to work upon the Spi- 


4. Supp oe 
ſition con- 
cerning 

the truly 
divine 

Miracles 
of Chriſt, 


rits and Hearts of Men who would 
have abhorr'd this Religion, unleſs 
clear and evident Truth had oblig'd 
them to ack and ſuffer as they did, | 
mean thoſe who firſt conform'd to, and 
recommended it to others; which wall 
more plainly appear in the Sequel. 
The Murderers themſelves of Jef 
of Nazareth, deny not at this Day, 
nor ever did deny, that he wrought 
very great Miracles, in Confirmation 
of what he conſtantly taught, and ſuch, 
as they confeſs, could not be effected 
by the Operation of ordinary and na- 
tural Cauſes: But ſay, that Je/is of 
Nazareth, beſides his being a Magici- 
an, was alſo a great Cabaliſt; and had, 
they know not what Kind of Interpre- | 
tation of the Name of God, whereby 


he did all thole mighty Works. But 


ſuch a Cabala of theirs is not to be be- 


liev'd, without believing withal, that 
there is ſome true Religion: Nor ac- 
cording to their own Law and Diſct- 


pline was it ever known, that any 


Pros 
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prophet or Preacher of Things ſacred 
could do ſuch Wonders, as they ac- 
knowledge our 7e/#s did, without be- 
ing a divine Perſon, and endu'd with 
divine Power. Indeed God has given 
the ſame Power to ſome tor a different 
End, to draw Men from the Worſhip 
of the true, and induce them to fol- 
low ſtrange Gods, thereby to try and 
diſcover his {inccre Servants, as well 
as to teitify and confirm his heavenly 
Truth ; of which Examples are not 
wanting. 

Now Jeſs of Nazareth did not 5. Sete 
only make no Attempt at any time to Beese 
prevail with Men to forſake the Ado- ee, 
ration of that God who was acknow- Cbriſ mas 
ledg*d to be the true God, by thoſe, % bob. 
who, as has been ſaid, were his very 
Murderers, or to lead them to ſtrange 
Gods; but on the contrary, aſcrib'd all 
Honour and Glory to that God only, 
declaring him to be the ſole Author of 
| all the wonderful Works he did, of his 
| Doctrine, his Power, and univerſal 
Happineſs, not depriving him of the 
leaſt Part of what was attributed to 

Be him 
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him by the Jews themſelves; but on 


4 the contrary, made Uſe of all Occaſi- 
= ons to move them to reſtore what 
5 they had taken from him: Wheretore, 


according to their own Law and Diſci- 
pline, they mult confeſs this, at leaſt, 


5 that Jeſus of Nazareth, without all 
it Controverſy, was a holy and truly di- 
1 | vine Perſon. Nor does it amount to 
4 any thing againſt us, for them to con- 
1 tradict all I have affirm'd of Je/as o 


Nazareth, with reſpe& to the Wor- 
{hip of their God, provided this only 

remains undeniable, that he did not 
4 endeavour to turn any from the Ado- 


1 ration of the true Deity. Si 

{ + Anſwer ! But poſſibly, they'll lay, that Zefus 
. Objekten did enough to alienate Men from their 
i fo: Duty to the Divinity, whom they, 2. e. 
. abrega- the Jews worſhip'd, by attempting to 
1% 4725 oy perſuade them, that he would no lon- 
i Lam. ger have the Law to be perfectly ob- 
1 ſerv'd, Which he himſelf had given to 
1 his People in the Beginning by Moſes. 
bi, I anſwer, that our 7eſus, while he 
| = was a Prophet, and acted as ſuch in 
. this World, never ſought ſo to do; but 
1 po without 
18 
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without infringing any of the Precepts 
God gave to his People, taught them 

only to what greater Perfection, agree- 
able to greater Promiſes which he pro- 
pos'd in his Name, the better Part of 
them extended: Deferring the Abroga- 
tion of ſome of them ro be made by 
himſelt when he ſhould be no more a 
mortal DoCtor, nor Prophet; but a 
heavenly Prince, Lord, and eternal 
King, given to that People by the ſame 
God, of whoſe royal Dominion and 
Authority, very evident Signs were to 
appear by his Reſurrection from the 
Dead, his Aſcenſion into Heaven, and 
ſending down, more than once, the 
Holy Spirit on his Diſciples, : as the 
Holy Hiſtory teſtifies. 

But to return to thoſe 3 The Truth 
whom we now diſpute, and then con- | rm _ 
clude. It the Murderers of Jeſus from the 
Chriſt, and their Poſterity, who ne- of Chriſt, 
ver fail'd to be his avow'd Enemies, 
freely confeſs'd, and do at this Day 
confeſs, that "bi wrought Miracles to 
confirm his Doctrine, "of neceſlity the 
Thing muſt be ſo; lince it is _ 


J 
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1454 

ö ble any other Motive whatever, but 
'W manifeſt and undeniable Truth ſhould 

5 make them own what was ſo much 
5 againſt their Inclinations; Truth, I 

1 lay, wherein they could not be deceiv'd, 

0 being preſent, and acquainted with all 

i he did from the Beginning: It follows, 


that they who deny all Religion, are 
oblig'd to ſhew ſome other Cauſes of 
thoſe wonderful Works: And ſuch 
moreover, from whence it may not 1n 
the leaſt be concluded, that the Religi- 
on which he preach'd who wrought 
thoſe Miracles is true, or that there 1s 
any true Religion in the World. I 
cannot indeed fce when they will be 
able to effect this; for it is certain, 
whoever holds the Opinion peculiar to 
Epicureans, that Religion is a human 
Invention, and theretore derides it, 
thinking it in vain to hope or fear God 
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i wall either reward or puniſh good or 
„ bad Actions: ?Tis certain, that he who 
f bi is of this Perſuaſion, will likewiſe laugh 
i when he hears talk of any Miracles 
i 1 wrought by any Men whatever ; being 
_ - accuſtom 'd 
I" 
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accuſtom'd to impute all Events to Na- 
tural Cauſes. 


But to proceed, we ask them, Whe: j Sache. 


ther they believe alſo, that the Apoſ. , 
tles, or thoſe Diſciples, who firſt, at- 


Nazareth, in the Face as it were of 
the World, durſt own, praQtiſe, and 
publickly recommend his Diſcipline, 
and conſtantly affirm, the fame Jeſus 
role from the Dead, were really per- 
ſuaded of all this? Doubtleſs they will 
anſwer, compelPd by Truth, they al- 
low it; foraſmuch as that very Diſci- 
pline implies and includes his Reſur— 
rection, and what's more, makes Uſe 
of it for its principal Support and 


Foundation, without which, it is ma- 


niteſt, the whole Superſtructure muſt 
certainly fall. For on this Example of 
the Reſurrection of Chriſt, the Faith 


and Hope of all Chriſtians chiefly de- 


pend; as the Scriptures of the Nx 
TESTAMENT clearly ſhew. This be- 
ing ſo, I deſire them to tell me, Whe- 


ther they'll grant, that thoſe Apoltles 


affirm'd they themſelves ſaw him, con- 
K 2 


tion N 


ter the ignominious Death of Jeſus of ſus Chrif. 
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vers'd, eat, and drank with him, at- 
ter his Reſurrection ? For if they ſhall 
reply, they do not give the leaſt Cre- 
dit to this, beſides their openly oppo- 
ſing the Hiſtory of Jes of Naza- 
reth, in that Part, which was never 
calld in Queſtion, they ſpeak againſt 
all manner of Probability: It being 
ſcarce any way poſhble, that thoſe who 
firſt undertook to publiſh and perſuade 
the Belief of a Thing fo very repug- 
nant to human Judgment, ſhould pre- 
tend they had it by Hearſay only; but 
did not behold it themſeves, and were 
thereby moſt aſſuredly convinc'd of its 
Truth ; as will further appear hereat- 
ter, where this Argument will occa- 
ſionally be urg'd again. 

Therefore, as muſt be all; if 
thoſe firſt Diſciples declar'd that they 
themſelves actually ſaw Jeſus riſen 
from the Dead, and apparently knew 
it to be ſo, and for that very Reaſon, 
as is not to be doubted, ſuffer'd the 
moſt vile Reproaches, and moſt of 
them to confirm the ſame, refus d not 


to part with their Lives: It neceſſarily 
follows, 


Of which 
many were 
Eye Mit- 


neſſes. 
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follows, that J7eſus Chriſt roſe again, 
as they declar'd, or they wilfully ſub- 
jected themſelves to be moſt grievoully 
perſecuted, and miſerably treated and 
put to Death, for obſtinately aſſerting 
what they knew to be utterly falſe. 
The latter, as being abſolutely contra- 
dictory to common Senſe, can in no 
wiſe be true; therefore the former 
muſt unavoidably be true, eſpecially 
ſince no Probability can be aſſign'd to 
the contrary, as all who are not void 
of Underſtanding, by natural Light, 
may comprehend and perceive. 

For, if any one ſhall object, that N rrecti- 
both Reaſon and Nature are repug- th — 
nant to what has been faid : I anſwer Fol 2 
to the firſt of theſe; That 'tis one . l 
Point for Reaſon to be indeed contra- 
ry to this or that Thing; but another, 
not to comprehend and underſtand it. 

No Man can perhaps any way fatisfy 
himſelf, how a dead Man can be re- 
ſtor'd to Life; but neither Reaſon 
nor Nature tell us, that therefore 'tis a 
Thing impoſſible. Not to fay, thar 
there were not wanting Philoſophers 
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of old, who attempted to ſhew, by 
natural Cauſes and Effects, that *tis 
poſſible for a dead Man to revive. 
Which certainly demonſtrates this at 
leaſt, if no more; that reviving, it I 
may expreſs my ſelf fo, after Death, is 
not wholly contrary to Reaſon and 

Nature, or implies a Contradiction. 
e But ſome will make an Except ion 
the Ape- here, and alledge, that thoſe firſt Chri- 
22 jg ſtians were indeed perſecuted and put 
R-ſurrelti- to Death, for affirming Jeſus of Na- 
81 zareth roſe again; for ſo they had 
from cer- perſwaded themſelves; but not for de- 
Km Claring they ſaw him alive again after 
edge. his Death, altho' they affirm'd that 
too. I anſwer firſt, when 'tis allow'd 
they teſtify'd, they ſaw Jeſus riſen, 
and of neceſſity, as we have ſhewn in 
this Atteſtation, laid the Foundation 
Caution J. of the other Aſſertion, namely, That 
Jeſus was certainly rais'd from the 
Dead; one of theſe Affirmations can- 
not by any means be ſeparated from 

the other, and it muſt be own'd, they 

were perſecuted and kill'd, not only 
for maintaining Jeſus roſe again; but 
VV 
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alſo becauſe they faid, they ſaw him 
alive after his Neſurrecrion. 


And indeed thoſe Jews, who were Cawion 


firſt inform'd that Ze/us was riſen from 
the Dead, which they deny'd, inveigh- 
ing againſt them, who publickly 
preach'd it, would have been little 
concern'd, that they ſhould fo con- 
ſtantly and ſtrenuouſly atteſt, unleſs 
they had affirm'd it as a Thing moſt 
evidently known to themſelves, and of 
which they were Eye-witneſles ; but 
would have deſpis'd and treated them 
as they had deſerv'd, that is, as Per- 
ſons belide themſelves tor ſo indeed 
they muſt have been. 

Moreover, how could the firſt Di- 
vulgers ſo ſtrongly imagine, that Jeu 


roſe again, and chuſe rather to die, 


than ceaſe to perſiſt in it; if they had 
not been thoroughly convinc'd of the 
Truth of the Fact, by their own Sen- 


ſes and their own certain Knowledge? 


What other Proofs, what Arguments 


could be ſufficient to aſſure them of 


this Event, ſo far as to prevail with 
them, tho' they foreſaw the Conſe- 
K 4 quence, 
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both, under the very Croſs. 
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quence, to deſpiſe their very Lives, ra- 
ther than ceaſe to publiſh and conſtant- 
ly affirm it ? Nay, what other Cauſe 
could their perpetual Succeſſors have 
to hazard their All, by privately or o- 


penly depoting that Ze/as of Nazareth 


roſe from the Dead, and believing it to 
be undeniably true; but becauſe thoſe 
who firſt teſtified and ſcal'd it with 


their Blood, ſaw and kaew it to be ſo? 
Which Faith the Spirit of God was 


wont to ſtrengthen more and more in 
Laſtly, 
that *tis far from 


thoſe firſt 


it muſt be obſerv'd, 
all manner of likelihood, 


Diſciples, who cannot be denied to 


have been ſo pious as not to refuſe to 


die for their Religion, ſhould forge 


ſuch a notorious Falſhood, and of fo 
great moment, as that muſt be when 
they ſolemnly declar*d, they had ſeen 
Feſus riſen again, if it had not been 
moſt manifeſtly true. For, if it ſhall 


be aid, without this Fiction they would 
not have been hearken'd to ; 


I defire 
to know what could compel, or any 
way induce them to attempt to per- 
ſwade 
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{wade others to the Belief of that, 
which they were not in the leaſt per- 
ſwaded of themſelves, eſpecially when 
their Lives were apparently at ſtake ? 
If it was by any other Motive or 
Reaſon, but their own ſeeing it, why 
did they not offer or propoſe the like 
Way of knowing it to others, believing 
it to be true, and omit the Motive 
they knew to be falſe? For if they 
were convinc'd by any other Means, 
but becauſe they actually ſaw it, it 
ſhould ſeem that others might be 
wrought upon by the fame. 

From what has been hitherto diſpu- 
ted, it may eaſily be underſtood, Jeſus of 
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IT 1 Truth 


of our Re- 
{igion moſt 
Nazareth moſt certainly return'd irom #7 ”— 

2 
Death to Life, and not only that there Kfaselkz. 


on of 


is one true God, and who has a ft 5%, 


gular Regard to Men; but alſo that 


the Religion of Jeſus is unqueſtiona- 
bly true, fnce Chriſt could not rife 
again; but by the ſpecial Providence of 
God, nor would be have concurr'd 


therein, but for the Confirmation of all 


Thiags the Lord Jeſus ſpake in his 
Name. For certainly he would never 
: have 


112 


AUTHORITY OF 


have interpos'd in either, if Jeſus 
had been an Impoſtor and a Deceiver, 
as doubtleſs he muſt be, if the Doctrine 
he deliver'd had been falſe; eſpecially 

ſince he profeſs'd he receiy'd it from 


God, and was lent by him, to preach 
and confirm it to the World. 


Other Reaſons for the Truth of the 


CHRISTIAN RELIGION. 


T would be too long, even to hint 
other ſolid Reaſons we have in 


our Hands, to demonſtrate to thoſe 
who deny all Religion, that the Religi- 


on of Jeſus of Nazareth is true, and 
which for the moſt part have, before 
this time, bcen alledg'd and explain'd 
by others. I {hall only fay this, who- 


ever carefully conſiders the Riſe and 
| Progreſs of this Religion, and looks 


with Diligence on the Eventsattending 


it, which can by no means be diſown- 


ed; and refleQs beſides on the Things 
wich, many Ages before the Birth of 


J cſi us 7 Were wr itten and for etold con- 


. cerning 
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cerning him by the Prophets of the 

Old Teſtament, firſt by Iſaiah and after 

by Daniel, unleſs he be altogether ig- 

norant, or a {worn Enemy of Jeſus 

from his very Cradle, as are the latter 

or modern Jews; or is fo far blinded 

by his own corrupt Paſſions, Maligni- 

| ty and Vices, as to be inclin'd to hate 

all Religion, he will clearly fee, it can 
hardly be poſſible, that this Religion 

ſhould not be undoubtedly moſt true, 

| and in every reſpe& to be embraced 

| without Scruple or Reſerve. 

| And this we ſuppoſe is enough to be OE 

| ſaid here, in paſſing, to prove the 2 

Truth of Chriſtianity : Firſt, to ſuch fa, _ 

that acknowledge ſome Religion ; and gion, and 

next to thoſe alſo, who deny all Reli- 4 

gion; whereby it may be demonſtrated Religion. 

to both, that undoubted Faith is due 

to the Books of the Old and New 


Teſlament, as has been ſhewn before. 


CHAP. 
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HA FP. VIII. 


Briefly prov'd to all, that ub juſt | 


Cauſe can be aſſian d, why Cre- 
dit ſhould not be given to the Books 
of the Old and New Teſtament 


A here ſome Objections are remo- | 


ved. 
Anſwer to Would take the Freedom to 
W 8 ask any one, from whence it 
2 comes, that he places no 
ont; — — 5 0 . ; , we 
3 | Faith in the Hiſtory of the 


New Teſtament. For if he ſhall an- 
ſwer, it is becauſe he finds ſome Things 
related by one of thoſe Writers, other. 
wiſe than by another. To this, be- 
ſides what has been reply'd before, I 
ſhall ſay further, if ſuch Reaſoning be 
good, it will follow no Hiſtory writ 


by ſeveral Hands, is to be believ'd. 
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For it always happens, that divers Ul! 
Writers of any one Hiſtory vary, and 9 
ſometimes, if I may ſo ſay, even con- 19 
tradict each other, eſpecially in Things Wl 
of little or no moment. 1 
If he ſhall anſwer, ſome Things are Anſwer to 1 
found in the Neu Teſtament, which in ot. __— ! | 1 
his Judgment are altogether impoſli- for = | q 


ble: I fay to this; That altho' wes. 
know, by frequent Experience, many 
Things come to paſs, which, by thoſe 
who ſaw them not, are wont to be e- 
ſteem'd in themſelves incredible, yet, 


if many teſtify they were Eye- witneſ- I: 
| ſes of what they deſcribe, and that they e 
had ſure and certain Knowledge of it; == 
and we are fatisfy'd they could not be 1 
deceiv'd, nor any way likely to com- bal 
bine to impoſe on others: Hence I {0 
| fay, we may be prevaiPd with eaſily — 4 
to believe Things or Facts, however 1 

difficult or ſurprizing in their own i 
Nature, or otherwiſe in Appearance [3 
impoſſible: And what's more, we fee 1 
many Tranſactions commonly belie vd, 1.8 
| how abſurd and unuſual ſoever, provi- lil | 
ded they are canfrm d by the open 1 ; 
and T 118-30 
| mo 
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and known Teſtimonies of ſome Hiſto. 

rians, in other reſpeQs worthy of Cre. 
dit; altho' not one of them affirms, ! 
he was preſent, when they were done, Þ + 
Neither can any thing perhaps be found Þ 
ſo ſtrange and ſeemingly incredible, tho Þ 
recorded by one Writer only, of whoſe Þ 
Veracity there is no Reaſon to doubt, 
in what he affirms he ſaw himſelf, or | 
had been known to ſpeak of, as a Fact 
at which he was preſent, and wherein 


he could not be deceiv'd ; who would MW 


not commonly be believ'd : And he 


ought to be look'd on as very weak 
or conceited, who ſhould refuſe to 


give credit to him, unleſs what he at- 
teſts ſhould be oppoſite to all Pr obabi-| 
lity. 


Shewn that the Apoſtles Writ 15. 
thing; but what was moſt ci-} 
tamly true. | 


E have obſerv'd above, that the 
Hiſtory of the New Teſtament, 


Vas writ by ſeveral Perſons, who (as the) 
them 
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themſelves partly affirm) ſpeak open- 
ly in it, as of Things at which they 
were either actually preſent, or of 
Things as certain as if they had been 
preſent. Now theſe Men for the moſt 
part relate Facts, at which, it they 
were preſent, *twas impothble they 
ſhould give a falſe Account ; neither 
does any probable Reaſon appear, why 
they ſhould not be thought ſincere; 
or ſhould induſtriouſly publiſh ſuch 
great Falſities; and what was ſo very 
unlikely of itſelf to gain any Credit 
with others. Beſides, there is no Cauſe 
to be aſſignꝰd, for their not being ſilent: 
When to publiſh what they did, whe- 
ther true or falſe, was ſo much to their 
own inevitable Peril and Loſs, being 
every where expos'd and perſecuted for 


ſo doing; but the greateſt Prevalence The a! 
of Probity 


the Cauſe 


of Truth, together with the Concur- 
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rence of a greater Power (which has  Urbc- 


no Hand but in Things true) that is, 
had not the divine Aſſiſtance, exceed- 
ing the Limits of created Nature, 
5 80 and compell'd them to it. 


Where- 
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Wherefore, it I may freely ſpeak my 


j-tiencon- Thoughts, and what may be eaſily 


prov'd, it's moſt likely, that they who 


of Uzhz= neither by Birth nor Education are 


Enemies to Jeſus, nor Strangers to 
him and his Religion; and yet give 
but little or no Credit to the New Te- 
lament, are not, if in their Senſes, in- 
clin'd to act fo by any probable Rea- 
ſon, but only by Vice or Immorality, 
that is, the Difficulty of walking in 
the Way, and Practice of real Virtue, 
not to ſay, by Corruption of Mind, 
wrought upon to reject the Hiſtory ol 
the New TESTAMENT. Foraſmuch 
as he who ſhall entirely believe the 
Truth of that Hiſtory, will believe 
the Chriſtian Religion to be true like- 
wiſe; and accordingly in view of that 
molt deſirable and incomparable Re- 
ward of Immortality and eternal Hap- 
pineſs propos'd thereby, ſtudy to be 
ſuch as it requires, honeſt and pious, 
of Conduct and Morals truly divine. 
For it evidently appears, theſe Things 
are inſeparably connected together, and 
infer each other. He therefore, who F 
TO In 
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in his Diſpoſition and Will, is a Stran- 
ger to or alienated from this Probity, 
this Sanctity and theſe divine Morals, 
cannot be induc'd to believe that to 
be abſolutely true, whereby he ſees 
he is obliged to adorn himſelf with 
thoſe Virtues ; but by his perverſe At- 
fections and bad Diſpoſition, to which 
the Goſpel's diametrically oppoſite, 1s 
ſo blinded, he cannot or will not per- 
ceive nor acknowledge thoſe plain and 
forcible Reaſons, which might other- 
wiſe perſwade him that Hiſſory is un- 
deniable : Yet, it on ſome Occaſions, 
any Light of this Truth appears to 
him, he endeavours all he can not to 
diſcern or to extinguiſh it, and per- 
{wade himſelf 'tis — no moment; nor 
in the leaſt to be heeded, and by all 
Ways and Means ſhuns and declines 
that Light, which more and more de— 
tects his Depravity and wilful Wic- 
| kedneſs. Concerning which, lee Jenn 
iii. ver. 19, Sc. 
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The Precepts of Chriſt deter many 
from believing in him. 


OR, *tis moſt infallibly true, if to 
the Evangelical Hiſtory, there 


had not been annex'd thoſe ſtrict Pre- 


cepts of exemplary Continence, per- 
fect Humility, higheſt Liberality, Con. 
tempt of this World, Self-denial, Pati- 


_ ence and bearing all Evils, Sc. there 


The Hifto- 


ry furports 
the Doc- 


trinc. 


would be no body, if not otherwiſe 
wholly bias'd to the contrary, by Dil. 
order or Corruption of Mind, who 
would reject it, and for the fake of the 
bleſſed Immortality, moſt clearly ſpo- 
ken of and plainly promis'd therein, 


by all poſſible Means and Diligence 


labour to perſwade himſelf, that of all 
Hiſtories whatever this is the trueſt. 

Now he who believes the Hiſtori- 
cal Part of the NSN] TESTAMENT, 


conſequently receives all other Things 


compriz'd in that Book; as may be 
collected from what has been diſputed 


before, and will be made more intel- 
aide 
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ligible in the two following Chapters. 
But, if any one gives full Aſſent to all He cet 


ubt the 


Things contain'd in the New TES- Old Tec 


TAMENT : For that reaſon he is obli- % 
ged to give ſuch Faith as he ought to «-iv.s the 
what is contain'd in che OL p, ſince Neu. 
we have antwer'd already to all that 

may be objected concerning any Cor- 
ruption or Depravation, which might 
perhaps happen to thoſe Books. And Genn! 
lo, we preſume, we have plainly e- rage 
nough prov'd, whether it be firſt grant- Chapter. 
ed the Religion of 7eſas of Naza- 
reth, who is call'd Chriſt, 1s true, or 

not granted; or ſhould it be confeſs'd 

there may be ſome true Religion, or 
deny'd ; nothing of Weight ſufficient 

can be urged to with-hold any from 
embracing the Books of the OD and 
NEW TESTAMENT; but on the con- 
trary, there are many proper Argu- 
ments, of Efficacy enough, to prevail 

for their being religiouſly receiv'd; 

and to produce a juſt Acknowledg- 
ment of the Truth of all Things com- 
prehended therein. 


As: OHA, 


CP — — — 
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ie D Yen = e 


; Del 


CHAP. IX. 


To ſhew, that much greater Faith is 
duc to thoſe, than 1s commonly 
given o any other Books what- 
ever, comprehending Matters ei- 
ther of Doctrine or Hiſtory. 

here ſever al Objections, eſpecial- 
ly concerning the Doctrine of the 
New TEST N ANM ENT, are con- 


ſuted. 


E RE ſome body perhaps 
Irre wil own what we have hi- 
therto ſaid may be of ſome 
Force to prove the like Cre- 
dit to be due to the Scriptures of the 
Gf Failh OLD and NEW TESTAMENT, as is ge- 
due to the 
Books of Nerally g1ven to other Books ; but not 
tb Old more than to all others, nor Faith, that 


and New 


Teſta- will not admit the queſtioning an 
ment. | | Thing 
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Thing written in them ; and which is 
ordinarily affirm'd we ought to give, 

by all Profeſſors of the Chriſtzan Reli- 
gion. Anſwer firſt. Wou'd to God ſo 

much Faith were allow'd the Books of 

the Op and New TESTAMENT, eſ- 
pecially the Nzw, as is commonly 
yielded to many other Hiſtories or 
Books. For this might be enough to 
' incline Men at length to become true 
Chriſtians, and to live according to the 
| Precepts of the NR] TESTAMENT. 
But what is to be lamented, greater Cats 
Credit 1s annex'd to Thacydides, for ſon of ſa- 
inſtance, and Salluſt, than to the Hi- — rao 
' ſtories of Matthew and John, altho? Hi. 
' theſe not only liv'd at that time, when 
the Things they recount were tranſ- 
ated, but were preſent themſelves in 
almoſt all, which cannot be affirm'd of 

the former; who, for the moſt part, 
| were far from being Eye-witneſſes of 
what they committed to Writing. To 

ſay nothing particularly of the Non- 

age in which Salluſt mult be, or rather 
of his not being born, when the War 

of the Romans againſt Jugurtha was 

L 1 com- 
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commenc'd, carried on, and conclud- 
ed, of which he undertook to give a 
Narrative ; be that as it will, it can- 
not (in the Senſe we now ſpeak) be 
poſitively ſaid he liv'd then: And not- 
withſtanding ſuch Beliet is given to his 
Hiſtory, that none were ever yet ' ard 
of, who had the Confidence t oppoſe 


or doubt the Truth of a:y Thing af— 


firmatively there recorde l. This is 
moſt certain, no Man who had any 
Reputation for Prudence or Learning, 
ever did ſo; but thoroughly believ'd, 


and would freely acknowledge, he 


thought the Sum or Argument of his 
Hiſtory to be perfectly true; aitho* the 
Author was ſo far trom being an Eye- 
witneſs of what he writ. 

But why do I io ſtance Thucydides, 
Salluſt, or any other Hiſtorian, who 
liv'd in, or near the Time, or was pre- 
ſent when the Matters he relates were 
acted ? May it not be plainly made 


evident, there is ſcarce any Compiler 


of Hiſtory, how remote ſoever in Time 
or Place, from Facts and Events he 
relates, who has not much more Cre- 


dit 
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dit in all Things not manifeſtly ro- 
mantick and fabulous, than is given 
to thole beforemention'd, or other 
Writers of the Hiſtory of Jeſus of Na- 
gareth in the NEW TESTAMENT, and 
of Paſſages relating to him and his Re- 


ligion? Which by a Compariſon may 
be calily diſcover'd. 


Shcwm by a plain Similitude, that 
few heartily belicve the Hiſtory 
of the NEW TESTAMENT, 


HERE is no Man that is not 
an Ideot, who believing bur ve- 
ry lightly, that for depoſiting but one 
Farthing, he ſhall gain millions of 


Pieces of Gold, will not inſtantly part 


with that Farthing. So no-body of a 
found Mind, who in never ſo low a 
Degree, beligves, that for depoſiting 
(if I may fo fay) all the Accomodati. 
ons of this mortal Life, and even Lite 


itſelf, to obey God, according to the 


Precepts of Jeſus of Nazareth, he 
ſhall obtain thereby another, and that 
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an immortal Lite, attended with the 
moſt tranſcendent and endleſs Felicity 
(as it mult be, if the Writers aforeſaid 
are to be believ'd) who would not im- 
mediately reſolve to do it. At the 
ſame time, we ſee but a ſmall Number 
who ſeriouſly apply themſelves to that 
good, that molt excellent Work. From 
hence it follows, that very few give 
the leaſt Faith or Credit to thoſe Wri- 
ters, tho' ſo many pretend to it by 
outward Profeſſion. 

Amer to Nor does it avail much to ſay here, 

42 Orc this comes to paſs, becauſe the eſta- 


tion con- 


cerning bliſh'd Opinion is, that we are oblig'd, 


Chriſtian 


Fab. of neceſſity, to give full and abſolute 
Faith to thole Books, or elle we do 
nothing ; which is not the Opinion of 
all, Moreover, an infinite Number of 

thoſe who are call'd Chriſtians, eſpe- 
cially the Subjects of the Church of 

Rome, will have Faith to be progreſ- 

ſive, in its beginning weak and ſmall, 
and afterwards gradually augmenting 

and gathering Strength: And that any 

one with good Works, altho' he has 

but very little Faith, it he be endu'd 

With 


HoLY SCRIPTURE. 


but with an infirm Perſuaſion of the 
Truth of the Evangelical Hiſtory, may 
render himſelf capable of receiving that 
divine Grace, by the Efficacy whereof, 


127 


he will atterwards be made thoroughly 


ſenſible of the Evidence and Truth of 
what the above- nam'd Writers re— 
port concerning Jeſus of Nazareth. 
But which Way ſoever we turn our- 
ſelves, we ſhall ſcarce meet with one 


in a hundred, among the Profeſſors of 


Chriſtianity, really adorn'd with Piety 
and Holineſs of Life, or that ſtudies 
and endeavours to attain true Sanity 
and Probity, for the Reaſon every one 
admits Chriſt propos'd it ; of which 
Sanctity and Probity, and no other, 
we ſpeak here. 


The Similitude more fully explain'd 
and enſorc d. 


! IS now plainly ſuperfluous to 


prove, that immortal Life, ac- 


companied with the moſt conſummate 


and perpetual Beatitude, when e 
3 _— — 
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par'd with this Life, altho' abounding 
with all worldly Goods, which can 
poſſibly be poſleſs'd and enjoy'd, is as 


ſome millions of Gold, compar'd to 


one ſingle Farthing ; and this any one 


may eaſily perceive : Nay, it muſt be 
confeſs'd, that ſuch Beatitude muſt be 


beyond all Compariſon. Foraſmuch, 


ons of Parthings : ones, no-body 


as betwcen one fingle Farthing, and 


millions of Pieces of Gold, there is 


fome, tho' ſmall Proportion, ſince 
both of them are finite Things; but 
between this mortal and that immor- 
tal Life, between theſe temporal and 
thoſe eternal Goods, there is no Meas 


ſure nor Proportion; this Life, and 


theſe Goods being finite, the other im- 
menſe and infinite. 

Add hitherto the different Quality 
cf the one Life, and of the one kind 
of Goods from the Quality of the 
other, which in the heavenly, is be- 
yond all Similitude or Compariſon 
more excellent: Foraſmuch as ſome 
millions of Gold are but of the Va- 
lue of I know not how many milli- 


has, 
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has, nor can ſo much as hope for eve- 


ry Accomodation that may be poſleſs'd 
and enjoy'd in this mortal State ; and 
of which, all who ſubmit to Jeſus of 
Nazareth, are not deſtitute nor de- 
priv'd no more than others: On the 
contrary, many that ſeriouſly obey the 
Lord Jeſus, have a greater Share of 
the Goods of this World, and live lon- 


ger than an innumerable Multitude 


who refuſe to obey him: Not to ſay, 
as perhaps I very well might, there 


is not one among the Servants of the 


Lord Zeſus as wretched as he ſeems to 
be to outward Appearance, who 1s not 
at the ſame time, by the intrinſick 
Goods of his Mind, and Peace of Con- 


ſcience, to be cſtcem'd more — 


than any that ober him. 


The 
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The whole Dodlrine of the OL p and 
New TESTAMENT taken to- 
gether, more certain than any 
other Doctrine whatever. ; 


g THUS much we have faid in 


this Place touching the Hiſtory 
of Jeſus of Nagareth, and Things 
paſt relating to him and his Religion, 
included in the NEW TESTAMENT: 
The ſame we dclire may be underſtood 
of the Doctrine like wiſe deliver'd there- 
in; there being as much Reaſon for 


one as the other. The Hiſtery and 


the Dore are ſo interwoven, that 
treating of one, implies the treating of 
both: Moreover the Hiſtory cannot 


be true; but the Doctrine muſt be 


true no leſs, as we ſhall ſoon demon- 
ſtrate. Whereiore to proceed, we al- 
firm, that no other Books whatſoever, 
in which any Dodrine or Doctriues, 
together with Hiſtory is deliver'd, are 


equal in Dignity and Importance to 


theſe of the OLD and New TESA 
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MENT; which is a very good Motive 
for believing them. 

For, almoſt all Doctrine compriz'd Built on 
in other Books, is chiefly ſupported Truth of 
by Reaſons, which if not approv'd by „ Stags 
| any one, there remains nothing to en- 
gage him to receive that Doctrine, and 
thereby no Injury is done to the Au- 
thor or Writer; although in the mean 
time he may firmly believe whatever is 
annex'd to it in reſpect to Hiſtory. 

But the Doctrine contain'd in the Orp 

and NEW TESTAMENT is ſuch, that 

its principal Foundation is not Reaſon, 

but Authority; and Authority ground- 

ed on the Hiſtory recorded in thoſe 
Books. So that whoever aſlents to 

the Hiſtory, muſt in like manner of 
neceſſity aſſent to the Doctrine. And 

| what's more, the very Doctrine is 

| Part of the Hiſtory, inſomuch as one 
without the other cannot be rejected. 
Matthew, for inſtance, in the 5th, gg 
6th and 7th Chapters of his Hiſtory, N T-- 
recites a certain Sermon of Jeſus Of Semen. 
Nazareth, which conſiſts only of di- 

Vine Precepts ot hol y Living; as a 


Means 
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Means whereby we may obtain true 
Beatitude, and an Inheritance of Hea- 
ven. This, without doubt, is altoge- 
ther Matter of Doctrine, and may be 
ſaid to be the Sum and Subſtance of 


all the Doctrine of the NEW TtsT4a- 


MENT, Which no body can find any 
Reaſon to oppole, who believes the 
Fliſlory of Jeſus to be true, as writ- 


ten by the ſame Matthew 3 and ſo 


will believe no leſs, that the Lord Je- 
fas wrought many Miracles, and after 
ſuffering an infamous Death, roſe glo- 
riouſly to Life again ; which he him- 
ſelf had foretold would come to pals. 
For all this the ſame Marrhew writes 
at large, and openly teſtifies. 

Who likewiſe can deny that Doc- 
trine to be found, which Moſes, in fo 
many Places, ſaith, he propos'd con- 


cerning Things the T/raelztes were to 


obſerve, to enjoy Felicity on Earth, 


provided he believes all he writes of 


the great and wonderful Works God 
wrought by his Miniſtry among that 
People, and other very miraculous 


Signs, N exhibited for the Coufir- 


mation 
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mation of his Doctrine; or, at leaſt, 
if he believes that Doctrine to be de- 
liver'd to the Jews, for the Reaſons 
Moſes himſelf aſſigns. 

But poſſibly ſome will allow this Th- Pc 
may indeed be true; but ſay it follows 'h- Ola 
not from thence all is to be receiv'd, 577 New 
we read in the OLD and New Tes- ment e 
TAMENT. I affirm, in regard to the 779 
latter, of which we chiefly ſpeak, there 
is the ſame Reaſon for believing all the 
reſt, as that ſmall Part now mention'd. 

As to what thoſe Evangeliſts write, in 
point of Doctrine, which ought to be 
entirely embrac'd, zhat came from Je- 

fus of Nazareth himſelf; and there- 
fore if the Hiſtory the Evangeliſis writ 
of Jeſus is to be believ'd, who report 
he wrought Miracles exceeding the ut- 
moſt Bounds of Nature, and return'd 
to Life after a cruel and bloody Death ; 
of neceſſary conſequence all muſt be 
thought to be rightly deliver'd, which 
the ſame Evangeliſis declare of the 
whole Doctrine of the Lord Jeſus. 

There are ſome few Expreſſions in of De. 
the Hiſtory of thoſe Evangelifts, not © 


{poken New Te- 
ſtament. 
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to belong to that Doctrine, which 
ought to be approv'd. As when the 
Evangeliſis explain ſome Words of Je- 
ſus Chriſt; or of themſelves quote ſome 


Paſſage of the OLD TESTAMENT, for 


Confirmation of what they ſay; or 
relate Things St. John Bapriſt taught 
before. But when they explain the 
Words of Jeſus, or of their own Au— 
thority, cite and apply any Paſſage of 
the OL TESTAMENT, that belongs 
not really to Dofrine (unleſs in a 
very ſmall Part, as will be ſhew'd here- 
after) and what they make John ſpeak 
in reference to Doctrine, to Things to 
be done or to be believ'd, is ſuch as 
ought not altogether to be receiv'd 


by Chriſtians, becauſe it relates whol- 


ly to the Times of the OLD TESTA“ 
MENT, Or was afterwards openly pro- 


nounc'd, and preacl'd by Jeſus him- 


ſelf, and acknowledg'd to be Part of 
the Doctrine of Jeſus, but not of 
John, altho' he ſpake the ſame before, 
as * Inſtances appears. 
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Be that as it will, the Evaugeliſtt and F " 
John Babtiſ. were ſuch Men, that, if apa. | 
what is Hiſtorically reported of them 
in the NEW TESTAMENT be believ'd, 1 
it is neceſſary, or certainly very conſo- 1 
nant to Reaſon, to eſteem whatever 1 
they taught to be right and true; for 
in regard to John Baptiſt, the Hiſtory 
informs us, 7e/as teſtified he was not 
only endued with a Spirit of Prophe- 
cy; but the greateſt of all Prophets, 
that ever went before him. To ſay no- 
ching of the extraordinary Manner of 
his Birth, and what we are told came 
to paſs before and after it. All which 
molt plainly proves him to have been 
1 truly divine Perſon, who could not 
err in Things relating to Doctrine. 

In reſpect to the Four Evangeliſis, 7 
one of them, John, as the Hiſtor y J agg 
INEWS, was not only an Apoſtle of Je- 
ſus; but likewiſe ſingularly belov'd by 
him, and therefore could no more be 
miſtaken in Doctrine, than Jeſus him- 
elf; but Lule, as that Hiſtory makes 
manifeſt, was always intimate with 
Paul, another Apoſtle of Jeſus; tho? 


M the 
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the fame cannot be affirm'd of the o- 
ther two wich ſo little Danger of Er- 
ror, becauie the Name or Sirname of 


Matthew and Mark might be common 


to many, who profeſs'd the Chriſtian 
Religion at that Time and in thoſe 
Places ; yet if we add to this, what 
has been perpetually believ'd from the 
moſt remote Antiquity, nay conſtant- 
ly affirm'd, it may be clearly colleQ- 
ed out of the ſame Hiſtory, that one 
was an Apoſtle of the Lord Jefas, 
the other thoroughly, acquainted, at 
leaſt with one of the chief Apoſtles ; 
and therefore both, worthy of Faith 


in Matters of Doctrine; altho' we 


Of other 


Writers of 


the New 


conjecture alſo, there is nothing writ- 
ten in Mark's Hiſtory, and perſonally 
expreſs'd by him that ſeems to refer 


to Doctrine, which was not ſaid by 
one of the Three other Evangeliſts. 


By what we have hitherto diſcour- 
ſed, it may be plainly enough under- 


T/tament. ſtood, that if Faith be due to the Hi. 


ſtory of the NEW TESTAMENT, it 

muſt be due no leſs to all Things re- 

lating to Doctrine, written by Peter, 
| | Paul, 
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Paul, John, James and Jude, in their 
Epiſtles ; ; foraſmuch as all theſe, as we 
are told there, were Apoſtles of Chriſt. 

Moreover, all that is found in the As 
of the Apoſtles in regard to Dotirine 
likewiſe, if the Hiſtory in itſelf is bes 
liev'd, cannot in the leaſt be queſtion- 
ed; ſince whoever delivers any thing 
of Doctrine, is there deſcrib'd to be 
ſuch as could not err therein. Now, 
if the Hiſtory of the Apocalyp/e or 
Revelation (let who will be the Wri- 
ter) ſhall likewiſe be thought true; 
whatever of Doctrine is contain'd in 
that Book, mult of neceſſity be ac- 
knowledg*d to be fo, becauſe no body 
ſpeaks of Things of that kind in the 
Revelation, but 7eſus himſelf or his 
Angel, or ſome other Celeſtial Voice 
ſometimes heard there. So that here 
is no Room for any Error in Doctrine, 
where we have ſuch abundant Aſſu- 
rance of the Truth of the Hiſtory. 


Now, concerning the Doctrine of 23 
the Epiſtle to the Hebrews ; if Faith, 


be allow'd the Hiſtory of the NE 
TESTAMENT, that cannot be doubt. 
M2 ed, 


137 


larly of 
he Author 
of the Epi- 
Je to the 
Hebrews; 


138 


——— — — — — — i = 
— — — 


AUTHORITY OF 


ed, eſpecially where Paul is taken to 
be the Author for a Reaſon already 
aſſign'd, viz. that he was an Apoſtle 
of Jeſus, and therefore could not err. 
But whoever writ the Epiſtle to the 
Hebrews, lafhrm nevertheleſs, if Cre- 
dit be given to what is either obſcure- 
ly or openly expreſs'd there in point 
of Hiſtory, we are equally obliged to 
yield Faith to the Doctrine compre- 
hended in it. For, from many Paſſa- 
ges, and the whole Manner and Way 
of Stile and Inſtruction, it may be 


clearly collected the Author was what 
he profeſſes himſelf to be, a divine Per- 
ſon, and peculiarly choſen of God to 


teach and propagate the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion, and by conſequence muſt clear- 
ly, certainly, and without Suſpicion of 
Error, know the Things he aſſerts or 
denies in Matters of Doctrine. 
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Diſtinction of what the Writers of 
the New Teſtament deliver in 
reference to Doctrine. 


UT 'tis to be obſerv'd, in refe- 

rence to what that Writer or all 
the reſt in the New Teſtament teach, 
ſave 7eſus Chriſt only, we muſt (as 
has been lately intimated) make ſome 
Diſtinction: For either it relates to / Pie 
certain Things indiſpenſably to be done ay 
or to be believ'd; and this certainly is 
a Part of Doctrine; and wherein, if 
they were ſuch, as they are in the 
Hiſtory repreſented, it were impoſſible 
they ſhould err in Matters abſolutely 
neceſſary to be known or practis'd : 
Or what they teach belongs to the Ex. 3% Hin. 
planation of ſome Words of FJe/irs, 
which have no Regard to Things to be 
done or believ'd, ſuch are almoſt all 
the Expreſſions there, or belongs to 
the Interpretation of ſome Places of the 
Old Teſtament, the Explanation of Ar- 


guments drawn from thence, or for 
M3 Tome 
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ſome other Reaſon by them alledg'd ; 
and this is not ſo properly a Part, as 
a Supplement (if I may fo fay) or 
Confirmation and Proof of the Doc- 
trine; and, what is to purpoſe to 
mention here, all thoſe Things, the 
Hiſtory affirms, might be mo"! intalli- 


bly true, and notwithſtanding they 


might lightly err ſometimes in this 


Part. For all the Strength of their 


Authority, neceſſarily to be collected 
out of the Fzffory, had reſpect to that 
only which was properly Doctrinal, 
the Truth whereof in reality was nei- 
ther to depend on the Authority of 
ancient Monuments, nor any Reaſon- 


ing whatever; but only on Divine, 


and that immediate Revelation im- 
parted to them; ſo that they might 
ſurely know they could not deceive 
others, nor be deceiv'd themſelves; 


l 2 
altho' they had no other Confirmation 


See 1 Cor. 


chap. Vite 


preſcribe Rules to any; but declar'd 


of what they taught, 
And therefore where divine Revela- 


tion was wanting, did not ſo much as 


affirm what they ſaid, nor give nor 


5 


they 
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they only propos'd their private Opi— 
nion, as is done by aul the Apoſtle, 
in ſome particulars, reſpecting Virgias 
and Widows, whether they might or 
might not, or ought to marry ; and 
this is a new Kind of Things they 
taught of chemſelves, of which, in the 
Diſtinction foregoi g, we made no ſe— 
parate mention: For beſides its com- 
prehending bur a very few Aatters, 
it cannot properiy be place: D Doc- 


trine, ſecing herein they ſpeak not po- 


ſitive as in the forclaid Iuſtances. 
In ſhort, tho' we cout: not in the 
leaſt, but all that on any Reaſon what- 


ever is deliver'd as Part of Doctrine is on. 
true and rightly laid down, and that. 


no Argument nor Teltimony is taken 
from the Oup TESTAMENT, which 
may nor, in a very great Meaſure, be 
detended, and prov'd to be ſolidly and 
rightly applied ; and moreover, that 
all the Laws and Precepts therein are 


excellent, eſpecially for the State of 


thoſe Times, and Circumſtances in 
which they were given: Neverthelels, 
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Integrity of the Chriſtian Faith, if we 
take to be undeniable whatever is con- 
tain'd in it concerning Doctrine, tru- 
ly and properly ſo call'd; namely, 
Things indiſpenſably to be done or be- 
liev'd. Now he will eſteem that to 
be infallibly certain, who believes no- 
thing of the Hiſtory comprehended in 


the New TESTAMENT; as may abun- 


dantly appear by what has been ſaid. 
But in this kind of teaching, we 
would have Propheczes compriz'd, 
ſeeing they ought to be believ'd, yet 
not ſo properly as other Matters be- 
longing to the Affair of Salvation. 
Without doubt, whatever Kind we 
are for referring them to (ſhewn or 
not by us) whoever applies Faith to 
the Hiſtory of the New TESTAMENT, 
mult alſo have the ſame Regard tor the 


Prophecies, and not queſtion their 


Truth, as proceeding from Men di- 


vinely inſpir'd, and ſuch who could 


not conſequently deceive nor be de- 


ceiv'd. $3 


Now 


HoLY SCRIPTURE. 


Now all we have diſputed concern- Th» P 


ing the NEW TESTAMENT, to prove %% 0/4 


Teſtament 
75 likewiſe 


are of neceſſity oblig'd to believe the grounded 


if the Hiſtory be adjudg'd true, we 


Doctrine lo no leſs; the ſame may be 


argu'd of the Op TESTAMENT. But the Hiſto 
o * * Y 
to avoid being tedious, what has been 


offer d concerning the NEW may fſut- 
fice ; becauſe, as has been ſaid from 
the Beginning, if Authority be aſcrib'd 
to the NEW TESTAMENT, Faith is 
not in the leaſt to be with- held from 
the OLD: Beſides which, if the H:/to- 
ry of the Ord TEsTAmeNT is granted 
to be true, this is enough for them, who 


ſay Faith is due to both thoſe Books; 


for he who receives the NEW TESTA“ 
MENT, has therein all really needful to 
be known as to Doctrine; but if in 
Things relating to it, there may be 
ſomewhat which depends alſo on the 
Orp, that Part of Doctrine is to be 
look'd upon as nothing but Matter of 
Hiſtory : Such for inſtance are ſome 
Rules God gave by the Miniſtry of 
Moſes, belonging to Ceremonies, and 
the Polity of the People of 1/7 ael. 


Other 


_ —_g— oe er — 
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Other Proofs of the Truth of the 


Netw and OLl p TESTAMENT. 


HERE is another Reaſon in my 

Judgment, of no {mall Import, 
to demonſtrate no other Book nor 
Books whatever, containing any Doc- 
tine or Hiſtory, arc comparable to 
theſe in reſpect to Faith. Other Wri- 
tings, for the molt part, have no cer- 
tain preſent, ner paſt Effects attending 
them, to vouch for the Truth of what 
they relate like theſe: For if any one, 
for example, ſhall doubt whether there 
ever was a Civil War between Cazus 
Marius and Lucius Hlla Citizens of 
Rome, as we are plainly inform'd by 
Hiſtory ; by what other undeniable 
prelent or paſt "Teſtimonies can he be 
convinc'd of this, but by thoſe Books? 
By no other certainly, or ſuch as are 
very dubious and diſputable. 

But it any one doubts whether Ze- 
ſus of Nazareth wrought Miracles ex- 
ceeding the eſtabliſh'd Bounds of Na. 

C 
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ture, as is plainly ſaid in the NEW 


TESTAMENT, he may be eaſily con- 


vinc'd, ſince all along, from that very 
Time, an innumerable Multitude have 
receiv'd his Dodrine; which, with- 
out thoſe wonderful Credentials (for 
Reaſons before given) would never 
have been embrac'd, eſpecially from 


the very Beginning, by ſo many: Be- 


ſides this, the preſent and paſt Confeſ- 
ſion of them who are and were parti- 
cularly the greateſt and moſt avow'd 
Enemies of Jeſus of Nazareth, and 
his Doctrine, makes the Truth of this 
appear worthy of the moſt conſummate 
and entire Faith; as in all Caſes the 
Conceſſion of an Adverſary is wont to 
go a great Way. 


If we are for turning our Though 8 
to Facts the moſt incredible of the New He Re 


ſarrection 


of 7. us - 


TESTAMENT (which if believ'd, we 
muſt believe the reſt) vg. that e 
Chriſt roſe from Death to Life again, 
after that aſcended into Heaven, often 
appear'd from thence, and did many 
miraculous Works; we ſhall ſee that of 
all theſe Things we have Effects ſut- 
ficiently 
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ficiently manifeſt : Neither would there 


have been ſo many found, who teſti. 
fied them even by the Loſs of their 
Blood, as ſeen by themſelves : Or it 
thoſe had not been, would almoſt in- 
finite Numbers in ſucceeding Times, 
for no other human Reaſon whatever, 


and againſt their own Intereſt and tem- 


poral Felicity, have perſiſted conſtantly 
to believe and affirm all this: But wa- 
ving this, and granting the Faith built 
thereon dubious, it appears not 1n the 
leaſt how it could come to pals, that 
(whatever Miracles Jeſus wrought) 
ſo many Men, of all Conditions of 
Life, ſhould not only receive him as 
the greateſt Maſter of holy Living 
(and that with firm Hope, if they fol- 
low'd his Precepts, they ſhould, after 


his Death, inherit an eternal Life) but 


alſo believe him to be the true God, 
and as ſuch religiouſly worſhip and 


adore him, and implore his Grace and 


Aſſiſtance ; eſpecially conſidering, that 


after all thoſe Miracles, he was by the 
Sentence of the Magiſtrate, judicioully 


condemn'd, nail'd ro the Croſs, and 
de, CO. cut 
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cut off, as an obſtinate and wicked 
Man, a contemner of God, and Things 
ſacred, nay, as a Blaſphemer, by his 
own Nation, and thoſe very Men who 
had ſeen the Miracles he wrought, and 
by them receiv'd Benefits. Now theſe 
Events, with their Circumſtances, are 
moſt certainly known ; neither is there 
any one, tho' never ſo great an Ene- 
my to Jeſus of Nazareth, who has 
the Forchead to deny them, when at 
this very Day they are partly ſeen; their 
Effects are in ſome meaſure viſible in 
Signs, as cannot by any probable Rea- 
ſon be confuted. _ 

Now what ſhall we ſay of the Hiſto- Evidence 
ry of the New Teſtament ? Are not 4,7; Pf 
the Fews, who continue to this Time 5 * 
a ſtanding Teſtimony of the Truth of _ 
its principal Parts ? For if that People 
of old receiv'd not the Law of Mo/es, 
which they ſtill retain as a moſt ſacred 
Truſt, and for the Reaſon too which 
| that Hiſtory gives, Vis. becauſe it was 
| derivid from God, as appear'd: It Th-N.. 

could be hardly poſſible they ſhould %%, 

ſubject themſelves to the Yoke of fo Lan. 
burden- 
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burdenſome ceremonial Precepts, as 
they are call'd, of abſtaining from fo 
many Meats, commonly us'd by all 
other Nations, and of which, not a 
few are very delicious and grateful ; | 
but above all; their ſubmitting to Cr. 


cumciſiou, is of itſelf alone ſufficient 
to make it highly credible, the Law of 


Moſes was not of human Invention, 
if it be well confider'd. | 
We ſee all other ancient Religions, | 


altho? of Worſhip much leſs difficult 
the 7ewiſh have by degrees vaniſh'd and difap- W 


pear'd, inſomuch, there is ſcarce any | 
Memory of them now remaining. Yet 


this of the Jews, the moſt ancient of 


all, is ſtill preſerv'd; for which no 
other apparent Cauſe can be ſuggeſted, 
but that it had very ſolid Beginnings 
and Foundations, afterwards openly 
and manieſtly ſtrengthen'd and con- 
firm'd, as we read throughout that 
Hiſtory : And whereas other Religions 
of Antiquity were wholly deſtitute of 
ſuch Supports, of neceſſity, they muſt 
link, as it happens to other human 

FROGS 
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Things, when the Foundation fails, 
the Superſtructure tumbles down. 

To this may be added, that other This an- 
Religions declin'd when the Profeſſion 1 $e 
and Practice of them was undiſturb'd : gi. 
Nay, one of thoſe Religions, the Czty 
| of Nome adher'd to, and which, as to 
its Subſtance, a great, I may ſay, the 
greateſt part of the known World em- 
braced, began then to be reduced to 
| nothing, when Rome, together with 
| che Univerſal Empire, acknowledg'd 
but one Lord and Maſter, who pro- 
| fels'd the fame as did ſucceeding Em— 

| perors for ſome long time atter. And 
| what can contribute more not only to 
| preferve ancient Rites, which, without 
any other Aſſiſtance, may be able to 
| {upport themſelves, eſpecially thoſe that 
have Reſpect to Religion (for they ſeem 
| to be conſecrated to Eternity) but alſo 
to introduce new Rites and Cuſtoms 
| among any People? Nothing, I ſay, 
can conduce more to this than his Plea- 
F ſure and Example, who, having the So- 
| veraign Power in his Hands, extends 
| his Dominion far and near. From 
wens 
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whence this Religion appears to have 
had a very infirm Beginning, and fee- 
ble Foundation. 

But on the contrary, the Religion 
of the Fews was and is preſerv'd ; and 
in all Places (unleſs in Countries where 
they are not permitted to reſide) there 
are, who conſtantly adhere to it; al- 
tho? thoſe, who now do and heretofore 
profeſs'd the ſame, have been, for that 
reaſon only, every where almoſt ex- 
pos'd to Deriſion, and frequently treat- 
ed molt injuriouſly, us'd and oppreſs'd 
tyrannically, and not only exercis'd 
with bodily Tortures a hundred Ways, 
but miſerably put to Death. Truly, 
if there be any one, who from chelc 
and other Reaſons eaſily to be produ- 
ced, perceives not how neceſſary it is 
the Religion of the Jeu, ſhould have 
had the Riſe they aſcribe to it; and 
conſequently that the Hiſtory and Doc- 
trine likewiſe, of the Old Teſtament is 


in this, and therefore in other Parts, 


true, he is to be number'd among thoſe 
who cannot, or elſe maliciouſly ſhut 
their Eyes that they may not ſee. 


The 
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The Chriſtian Religion prov'd by the 


Tewiſh, and the Fecwiſh by the 
Chriſtian. 


OW, from the Truth of the Zews 
Religion, from its being given 
of old to the /raelites by God, and 
from the Certainty of the Hiſtory, and 
Dottrine of the OLD TESTAMENT, 
every judicious Perſon cannot but ſee 
the Chriſtian Religion, and therein the 
Hiſtory and Doctrine of the NEW] 
TESTANMENA to be true; and that they 
mutually, as has been alledg'd, ſupport 
and confirm each other. If any ſhall 
reply, the Jews will by no means a- 
gree to this, I anſwer, it mult be im- 
puted to their peculiar, real, or affect- 
ed Ignorance, or rather ſtrange and in- 
veterate Obſtinacy ; and principally to 
their being form'd, from their Infancy, 
capital Enemies of the Chriſtian Reli. 
gion; as Experience teſtifies. 


By what therefore has been hitherto 


Lilputed,. we hope it is effectually 
N. ſhewn 
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ſhewn, greater Credit is to be given 
to the Books of the Orp and New 
TesTAMENT, whether in regard to 
Hiſtory or Doctrine, than is uſually 
given to molt other Writings contain- 
ing either ; and he, who believes them 
not, 1s with-held by no probable Rea- 
ſon, but rather mult be ſtrangely weak, 
or wholly biaſs'd by evident Improbi- 
ty; if he ſeriouſly conſiders the whole 
Matter, as it has been explain'd. 
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CHAP. X 


The Error of thoſe detedled, who, 
for yielding Faith to the Books of 
the OLD and NEW TesrTa- 
MENT, require ſuch Arguments, 


as none can with the leaſt Ha- 


dow of Reaſon oppoſe. 
| Jonorance of the Nature of Religion, 


the Cauſe of this Error. 


* Fe LTHO* perhaps we have 
aid enough to effect that 
which from the Beginning 
we propos'd; yet it may not 
be impertinent, before we conclude, to 
admoniſh the Reader, that they, who, 
to believe what is written in the Or.» 
| and NEw TESTAMENT, require fuch 
| Arguments and Reaſons, as no body 
9 2 can 
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can any way object againſt, and fo in- 
vincible, as to create certain and un- 


doubted Faith in all, not excepting the 


moſt perverſe and obſtinate, diſcover 
they have conſider'd the Nature of 
True Religion with very little Atten- 
tion; which 1s ſuch, that as many, 
tho? not very rightly, ſay, requires the 
Merit of Faith, and is as it were a 


Teſt or Touchſtone of the Probity of 


Men, eſpecially the Religion deliver'd 
by the Son of God himlelt, compre- 
hended in the New Teſtament, of which 
only it is ſufficient for us to ſpeal: 
here. 

I ſay therefore, if the Truth of the 
Scriptures of the New Teſtament were 
ſel evident, or of ſuch nature, that no 


body could deny them on any account 


whatever; every one would not only 
profeſs the Religion therein propos'd, 
and pretend to be a Chriſtiau, but be 


ſo in reality, that is, ſincerely obey 


Jeſus Chriſt the Son of God. For the 
Reward to be conferr'd on them who 


ſhall obey Jeſus Chriſt, is ſo great and 


defirable, that no Man, to obtain it, 
Would 
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would not do greater Things (if great- 
er can be) than 7e Chriſt, the only 
begotten Son of God, hath preſcrib'd ; 
when fully ſatisfied he ſhall thereby 
obtain that Reward; as he will cer- 
tainly be, who believes all Things 
comprehended in the New Teſtament 
to be infallibly true, becauſe they moſt 
clearly ſhew the right Way of acqui- 
ring it. 
"08 there would be no Diſtinction 
r Difference between the good and 
1 bad ; no Motive left of acting well 
or ill; none tor. the Encouragement 
of Virtue, none for the Puniſhment of 
Vice as it deſerves. Whereas the Re- 


ward, as it was firſt propos'd, being 


of ſome Uncertainty, perfectly diſcri- 
minates the one from the other. For 
he who is good, ingenuous, and tract— 
able in his Mind and Will, incliu'd at 
leaſt to adhere to that which 1s juſt 
and honeſt, namely, what the only be- 
gotten Son of God, Jeſus Chriſi him- 
ſelf enjoin'd ; or is not in his Heart 
and Diſpoſition, at leaſt, averſe there- 
to, will caſily believe what he hears of 

MS: the 
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the immenſe Reward promis'd to them, 
who ſhall practiſe thoſe Things; pro- 


vided ſome probable Hope appears of 


obtaining it, altho' he ſees it not open» 
ly as yet; and fo believing, will uſe 
his utmoſt Endeavours to obey and 
fulfill the Precepts of CHriſt; but he, 
who 1s vicious and ill-diſpos'd, and de- 
lights not in Things juſt, and honeſt, 
and of good Report, ſuch as are re. 
commended by Jeſus Chriſt, the only 
begotten Son of God, or certainly gives 
very little or no Heed to them, the 
greater the Reward, the leſs he believes 
it; if at the ſame time, for the ſtrong 


Reaſons, and Conjectures which pre- 


ſent themſelves of the Certainty of this 
Reward, he conceives ſome Opinion of 
it, it 1s ſo infirm, that it cannot pre- 


vail with him to forſake his ill Habits, 


and the Pleaſures, Honours or Profits 
he hopes to receive from, or finds in 
tnem; as the truly pious are obliged 
to do, = : | 


The 


* 
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The Wt {dom of God en mnt propo- 
7. ng the Reward of eternal Life 
too evidently. 


OST wiſely therefore, Almigh- 
ty God thought not fir that 
the Reward of Immortality, a Thing 


moſt delirable, and by him propos'd to 


all Men who obey his only begotten 
Son JEsus CHRIST, {ſhould appear {clt- 
evident and unqueſtionable to Man- 
kind (but to ſome few only at firſt, 
who might teſtify to others what they 
had ſeen themſelves) and therefore did 
not ordain the Writing, of the New 


TESTAMENT, wherein there is the 


moſt open mention made of that Re- 
ward, and which in every Page almoſt 
affirm its Certainty to be of ſuch gla- 
ring Evidence, as none ſhould be any 


way able to oppoſe; but was pleas'd 


to think it enough that theſe Writings, 
and other Arguments of this Reward, 
where- ever to be collected, ſhould be 
ſuch, as juſtly and reaſonably ought 
DIET * to 
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to be believ'd : Such, in a word, as to 
any one who is of honeſt Principles, 
or ſo well diſpoſed as eaſily to become 
ſo, are ſufficient ; but to him who is 
diſhoneſt, and from bad Inclinations 
not to be reclaim'd, inſufficient ; that 
hereby the Probity of the one, and 
the Improbity of the other, being open- 
ly diſcover'd; he might have the moſt 
juſt Cauſe of inflicting Puniſhments, 
and conferring his Favours (which 
ſeems agreeable to divine Juſtice) and 
by this means exerciſe his Soveraign 


Mercy on the one, his righteous Seve- 


rity on the other, hereby making his 
wondertul Power, univerſal Dominion, 


and Empire, to his infinite and immor- 


tal Glory known to all; which is in- 
deed the chief Aim of God in propoſing 


the Doctrine of the Goſpel to the 


Worid, by his only begotten Son, as 


in the NEW TESTAMENT is roquents 
ly declared. 


CHAP: 
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What has been above ſad, partly 
confirm d by the Authority of the 
ITALIAN PoET DANTE, 
For a Concluſion. 


As T LX, torſome Confirma- 
tion of What has been ſaid of 
the Authority of Holy Scrip- 
ture, we take the Liberty 
to annex the following Verſes of 
Dante; not only a celebrated Poet, 
but diſtinguiſh'd likewiſe in his Time, 
by the Excellence of his Wit, ſingular 
Parts, and extenſive Learning, in a 
Poem he calls a Comedy, where, in the 
twenty- fourth Canto of his Paradiſe, 
he introduces Peter the Apoſtle, ask- 
ing him, that is, the Poet, whence he 
had that Faith with which he ſaid he 
Was endued, namely, that certain Per- 
ſuaſion 
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ſuaſion of Religion concerning Things: 
The Poet makes Anſwer to this Query 
in the following manner. 


Appreſſo uſci de la Luce profonda, 

Che li ſpleudeva, queſta cara Gioia, 

Soura la quale le ogni Virtu fi fonda. 
Onde ti venne? & Jo, la larga Ploia 

Dello Spirito ſanto, ce diffuſa 

In ſu le vecchie, en ſu le nuove Cuoia, 
E'] Sillogiſmo, che Ia m'a conchiuſa 

Acutamente, ſi, che nverſo della 

Ogni demonſtration mi pare obtuſa. 
Ludi poi, Tantica, & Is novella 

Propoſitione, che ſi ti conchiude. 

Per che Phai tu per divina Favella © 
Et io, la prouda, che'l ver mi diſchiude, 

Sonu lopere Seguite, a cui Natura 

Non ſcaldo Ferro mai, ne batt? Aucude. 
Riſpoſio fummi ; Di, chi v'aſſicura 

Che quelle Opere foſſer quel Medeſmo, 

Cbe vuol provar fi? Non altri il ti giura. 


Le 
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Se il Mondo fi rivuolſe al Chriſtianeſmo 
Diſs' Io ſenza Miracoli, queſto uno 
Etal, che gli altri non ſono il centeſmo. 

Che tu entraſti povero & diguino 
In Campo, a ſeminar Ia buonua Pianta, 


Che fugia vite, & hora e fatto Pruno, Ec. 


The Meaning of the Potr. 


Fa the better Explanation of 
theſe Verſes, they are to be divi- 
ded into three Parts, and the diſtincti- 
on of thoſe Parts to be obſerv'd. In 


the fr /, the certain Truth of the Oro 


and NEw TESTAMENT, is declared to 
be the Ground of Faith. For when 
| the Poet had ſaid that the precious 
Jewel, viz. Saving Faith, the Foun- 
dation of all Virtues, ſprang out of the 
cœleſtial Illumination: And the Apo/t/e 


iſt Part, 


had required him to give ſome Ac- 


count of the Way and Means whereby 

this was done, he readily anſwers, the 
| infallible Truth of God, which he calls 
| the —— Shower of the Holy Spi- 


rit, 
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thoroughly perſuaded, 
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rit, moſt liberally. diffuſs'd throughout 
the Holy Scripture, was the Demon— 
{trative Syllogiſm, which produced in 
him firm and ſtable Faith, and con- 
vinc'd him of the Truth of the Chriſti- 


an Religion, and fo perfectly and pow- 


erfully, that compared to it, all other 
Demonſtration ſeem'd lifelefs and inef- 
fectual. But ſince Faith cannot be 
founded on the Authority of the ODP 
and NEW TESTAMENT, till we are 
and convinc'd 
of that Authority. In the Second Part, 
the Apoſtle asking him how he came 
to know that thoſe Books were cer- 
tainly deriv'd from the Spirit of God, 
that is, were of divine Inſpiration : 
The Poet anſwers, the Proof of that 


depends on thoſe wonderful Works, 
_ exceeding the utmoſt Bounds of Na- 


ture, which God, for the Confirmati- 
on of his Word, exerted by Prophets, 
Apoſtles, and eſpecially by his only be- 
gotten Son Jesus CHRIST. The Ef— 


fects and plain Tokens of which, he 
ſays, are now viſible throughout the 
World: As in the third and /aft Part 

2 
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of his Poem, he very ingeniouſly, and 
no leſs elegantly demonſtrates. For 34 Pr 
on the Apoſtle's perſiſting to enquire 
how he certainly knew that thoſe Mi- 
racles, which in {ſeveral Books of the 
Orp and NEW TESTAMENT are faid 
to be wrought by CHriſt, by Prophets, 
and Apoſtles, were really ſo wrought, 
fince the Hiſtory of them is contain'd in 
| thoſe Books, of whoſe Authority ſome 
may doubt; and likewiſe, ſince no bo- 
dy, by his own Teſtimony, nor Depo- 
ſition upon Oath, can evince the Truth 
of them to us: To this the Poet thus 
replies, to prove by Events we daily 
behold, that thoſe Miracles were truly 
and actually ſo wrought, vg. If the 
World was induced to receive the Re- 
ligion of Fe/as Chriſt, without Mz- 
racles, that muſt be a Miracle indeed 
The greateſt of all Miracles that ever 
the Sun beheld ! 
If fo, ſays he, it was utterly impoſ- 
ſible, that you Apoſtles (in Number 
few, obſcure, contemptible, poor, mean 
Men in the Eyes of the World) ſhould 
} plant and propagate throughout the 
5 whole 
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whole Earth, the Religion of Jeſus 
Chriſt, altogether ungrateful to Fleſh 
and Blood, oppoſite to the Prepoſſeſ- 
ſions, Projects, and Intereſts of world- 
ly Mcn, and hateful to the World it 
ſelf; it was impoſſible, ſays he, that 
you Apoſtles ſhould plant this Religi. 
on every where, in all Regions, as a 
precious Vine, ſpreading her Branches 
and Fruit far and near, tho alas! now_ 
become a thorny Bramble, that is to 
ſay, adulterated and corrupted by car- 
nal Men. Such is the Senſe of the 
Poet. | 
Of which this is the Sum: He af. 


firms our Faith is grounded on the 


Truth and Authority of the Word of 
God, as its only Foundation, or what's 
the ſame, on the Holy Scriptures of 
the OLp and NEW TESTAMENT; 
Then this Authority of the divine 
Word, he as truly, as ſolidly demon. 
ſtrates, from thoſe many and moſt cer- 
tain Miracles wrought to confirm it, 
to be aſcrib*d to nothing but the Ope- 


ration of the only true God, Eviden- 


ces of which, are at this very Time 
1 obvious 


HoLY SCRIPTURE. 


obvious and viſible throughout the 
World, to any one who ſeriouſly and 
without Prejudice will apply his Mind 
to view and conſider them: And this, 
in ſome meaſure, may ſerve to illuſtrate 
our Argument : 'To which at preſent 
we ſhall add no more. 


Almighty God, and our Lord \:5us 
CHRIST, grant that this Mor-, 
though imperfeft and ſinail, may 


not be altogether fruitleſs in this 


Me of the World, which more 
than all that ever went before it, 
ſeems to need theſe Things, Amen- 
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